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Project Overview

Objective: Implement, and measure the impacts of, sustainable
landscape practices on commercial and industrial properties in
Southern California.

Phase 1 (complete): ldentify potential water-related benefits
across the watershed, as well as motivations and barriers for
greater uptake.

Phase 2 (current): Work with the business community—providing
tools, resources, and support—to advance the adoption of
sustainable landscape practices.
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Sustainable Landscapes Defined

Key elements of sustainable landscapes include:

Building healthy, living soils

Using climate-appropriate plants

Treating rain as a resource

Irrigating efficiently
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Sustainable Landscape Benefits

Sustainable landscapes provide benefits to the site and the
surrounding community:
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Geospatial analysis informed our understanding of the
potential multiple benefits of sustainable landscapes.

Analysis at watershed
and parcel scale:

« Water supply
« Water quality

* Flood risk mitigation

« Disadvantaged
communities
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This analysis Is accessible in a free, interactive

online mapping tool.
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Why focus on CI properties?
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Understand business interests to make connections

with landscape benefits

« How are decisions made”?

 What information do decision-
makers need?

 \What drives investment?

 |s the business consumer-facing or
largely operational?

« What is the business’s budgeting
process for sustainability projects?
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Business motivations to invest in sustainable
landscapes vary depending on the company.

Financial savings

Sustainability goals

Social responsibility

Water risk
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We identified several barriers to adoption.

Project benefits not fully understood and distributed among multiple parties.

Business decision-making processes complex and varied.
Business community often unaware of available rebates.
Permitting and regulatory requirements complex and varied.

Specialized knowledge needed to install & maintain landscapes.
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Connect business interests to landscape benefits
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Foster Long-term Relationships between Water
Managers and the Business Community

* Lack of established relationships between water utility staff and the business
community and difficulty in maintaining these relationships

e Staff turnover and designated roles make it difficult to understand who to contact
within the organization

* Providing avenues to build these relationships and a shared understanding of

goals is key .@‘
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Create Tailored Materials that Speak to the Business
Community

* Use language and examples that resonate with the
business community
* Develop resources to assist businesses considering

sustainable landscapes Sustainable Landscapes in California:
A Guidebook for Commercial and

Industrial Site Managers

* Quantification of benefits
* Understanding the project ROI

* Case studies with practical examples
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Resources and Next steps

* Continuing to engage the business community, build relationships, and work with businesses interested

in installing sustainable landscapes

* Creating resources to help assist businesses

Sustainable landscapes provide many benefits for people and nature.

-
Being in nature
makes people Climate-appropriate
happy and reduces plants and efficient
stress levels. irrigation save
water, energy, and
maintenance time.

Urban green
Trees provide space improves
shade and cool the :“;;’t versity :nd
air, reducing urban abitat corridors.

temperatures.

Sustainable Landscapes in California:
A Guidebook for Commercial and

i Healthy soils help combat Healthy soils help
e climate change by store water and

storm flows, helping to prevent

floading and improve water quality. sequestering carbon. Dutrlents forlater Industrial Site Managers
. . Principles of Sustainable Landscapes
Sustainable Landscapes on Commercial 4 S b _
d Ihdustiial p e itk 1. Build healthy soils. This is the foundation for all the benefits of sustainable landscapes.
an HGUSita roper ics n i 2. Choose clil pprop! plants. Using plant: natives, that are suited to the local
Santa Ana River Watershed climate boosts biodiversity and saves water.

3. Treat rain as a resource. Sustainable landscape design helps rainwater slow down and sink into
the soil in rain gardens or bioswales.

Heather Cooley, Anne Thebo, Cora Kammeyer,
Sonali Abraham, Charles Gardiner, Martha Davis

4. Irrigate efficiently and only when needed. With healthy soils and climate-appropriate plants,
supplemental irrigation needs will be low (after an initial establishment period). When

irrigation is needed, it should be applied efficiently.
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Have you considered ways to make your busii ing more

pacinst.org/publication/sustainable- , .
landscapes-santa-ana-river/ Informational flyer targeted at businesses

https://pacinst.org/publication/sustaina

ble-landscapes-quidebook/ PACIFIC
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https://pacinst.org/publication/sustainable-landscapes-guidebook/

INSTITUTE

PACIFIC

Pacific Institute
sabraham@pacinst.org
Pacific Institute

https://pacinst.org/

Research Associate
info@pacinst.org
@pacificinstitut

Thank you!

Sonali Abraham, D.Env.
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