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Hello from WaterSense
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| am sorry that | cannot make it to
WSI to see you because of EPA
restrictions on travel.

But the great thing about our program
IS our partners!

I'm happy that Laurie Loftin from the

5-time Sustained Excellence award
winning Athens-Clarke County Public
Utilities Department has agreed to
pinch hit for me ©.

| hope to see you all next year!



What is WaterSense?

« WaterSense, a voluntary partnership
program sponsored by the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA).

 The WaterSense label makes it simple to
find water-efficient products, new homes,
and programs that meet EPA's criteria for
efficiency and performance.

« Qur partnerships encourage innovation in
manufacturing and support sustainable
jobs for American workers.

lookfor
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Our Vision

WaterSense offers people a simple way to
use less water

All Americans will understand the
importance of water efficiency

Reduce their water use by taking actions
at homes, outdoors, and at work

Transforming the marketplace for
products and services that use water

Promoting a nationwide ethic of water
efficiency to conserve water resources for
future generations and reduce water
infrastructure costs
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Partners Ask, WaterSense Listens




During annual reporting, WaterSense asks
partners what types of resources they need
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F

ive Things This Earth Day to Save Water Blotersense

If you want to celebrate the Earth this year, don't forget to

can't drink it! Because water is such a precious resource, we all
need to do our part to save it. Here are five ways you can start
saving water on Earth Day—and every day:

1. Stop the flow. Water doesn't need to be flowing while you are busy

el

3.

5.

brushing your teeth, so why not turn it off and save a couple gallons?
Also, be sure that the faucet is turned off tightly when you're done
washing your hands.. .those drips become wasted gallons. o

2. Lose the hose, reuse those drops. If you don't drink all the water

Leftover ice cubes can go right into small plant pots; as they slowly
melt, they will give the roots just the water they need.

"‘_ i in your glass, use it to water houseplants or flowers in the garden.

Scrap the rinse, scrape instead. If you're cleaning up
after meals, scrape food scraps into the trash before
loading the dishwasher, Washing and rinsing dishes in the
sink uses a lot more water than the dishwasher, but only

run the washer when it’s full.

filling the bathtub; just don't stand under the spray for too long! If
you shorten your shower by just a minute, it will save two gallons of
water. Use less shampoo, so it doesn't take long to rinse.

-
% 4. Take a shower instead of a soak. A shower uses less water than
&

Don't use the toilet for trash. Used paper towels and
tissues belong in the garbage. Only flush the three Ps—pee,
poop, and (toilet) paper. When you use the toilet as a trash
can, you waste anywhere from one gallon of water to three
gallons or mare!

For more information, fun activities, and even a game you can play while
you learn to save water, visit www. v/watersen: rsense-kids.

include water. More than 70 percent of the surface of our planet
is water, but almost all of that is ocean water so full of salt, so we

Kids Materials

Be a Detective for Earth Day!

Word Search
Find the water-saving words listed below.
ERWSECEPUMBRTSW
LPWOHTINIXICY EHNDO
EMACPGKYHCOELU
I P ECKAEILWUWDWHT
I vV AV S C Y A ERLY B E
LWREROCDTFRATGQTCWL
B N T ACOMNGS S K AAT I
U S HF F S QAYXTZPIXO
¥V $ B R U S HKILEGVHT
¥V S RAWHPERTFA AWVS.
R EH S AWMH S I D S NC A
EEXCVPQLAQWEI SO
W J a1 I E UL OQXUEC
QT HUODO GUVHSIXBP
E B MUNIXMNRBRSXGBFUR
bathroom brush dishwasher
earth faucet garden
shower leak scrape
water tap toilet
Bonus word: landscape
Answer Key

1. Blackhair 5 Barofsoap 8 Trashchange
% ImageonTV 6. Green T-shirt 9. Nodrawer
3. Shoe 7. Toiet seat 10 Emiptier
4 Blonde hair down dihwa

N X @ ®» 4« T 3 00 FEC N ZT N ™

Find the Differences
Circle 10 things that have changed between
the top house and the bottom house.
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Don’t use the toilet for trash.

Used paper towels and tissues
belong in the garbage. Only flush
the three Ps—pee, poop, and
(toilet) paper. When you use the
toilet as a trash can, you waste
anywhere from one gallon of
water to three gallons or more!

EPA
WaterSense

Scrap therinse, scrape instead.

If you're cleaning up after meals,
scrape food scraps into the trash
before loading the dishwasher.
Washing and rinsing dishes in
the sink uses a lot more water
than the dishwasher, but only
run the washer when it's full.

EPA
WaterSense

Stop the flow.

Water doesn't need to be flowing
while you are busy brushing your
teeth, so why not turn it off and
save a couple gallons? Also, be
sure that the faucet is turned off
tightly when you're done washing
your hands...those drips become
wasted gallons.

V4

EPA
WaterSense



Save at Home Tools

Save Water at Home Save Water at Home
coloring book

Save LWater
while Youre HOME

A water Conservation

Visit wverapi i wabaraenss lar mors kidh sctivsies snd tpe

Book

handout
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Save Water at Home
social media graphics
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el aireador de
la llave de agua

Reemelaaa’L

Multilingual Tools

4: Cubre el drena\')e.

e

e”‘

2: Quita el
aireador

enL‘»easos Laciles

EPA &

WaterSense
PARTNER

3: Quita la arandela
de 9oma si estd
_atascada.

4: Enrosca al aireador

nuevo certifi cado

WaterSense y de ser

necesario, aprieta con

J, ¥ llave inalesa.
g
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Thank you to the Upper San Gabriel Valley Municipal Water District in California



To promobe water-smart irrigation, many landscapes feature a weather-based irrigation
controller (WBIC). WBICs use current local weather data to adapt landscape irrigation
schedules, only watering plants when they need it. The U.5. Environmental Protection
Agency’s (EPA's) WaterSense® program labels WBICs that have been independently certified

Smart Watering With
Weather-Based
Irrigation Controllers

to meet performance criteria detailed in the riens ification for

Based Irrigation Cont

i look far

Smart Irrigation Tools

irrigation controller can sav
document summarizes the by
and describes the additionall

Background

Atthe core of an irmgaticn system|
fimer. where irligation ules
the amount of water applied 10 th
controllar or timer is the key intert
irrigaticn system and end user in

e landscape using controliers o

n adcition 1o waler sawings, Warted
conlicllers 5o provide & livel of
reducing the need io change imig
contirually match plant water noes
change. Furthermans, many labe!
AONS COMY BN
ing users to view
and control imgation nght from the
This added o ience allows c
hair kTigaton wa

13 amar hamas systen]
of remate control over watering tin

et B ) Eeurteny o Huster i

PHOME (856} WTR-SENS (S87-7367)

Smart Watering With
Soil Moisture-Based

Irrigation Controllers

To save water outdoors, many homeowners and businesses with in-grou|
install soil moisture-based irrigation controllers, also known as soil moi
SMSs detect the amount of moisture in the ground beneath the landscal
scheduled irrigation when plants don’t need water, reducing water wa
plant health. The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency's (EPA's) Water]
labels SMSs that have been independently certified to meet performand
in the WaterSense Specification for Soil Moisture-Based Irrigation Cont

look for

a clock-based controller with a WaterSense labeled SMS can reduce out]
30 percent, saving an average home thousands of gallons of water ann
summarizes the benefits of WaterSense labeled SMSs, explains how the
e of these tecl Y

tips for successful installation and m

Background

At the core of an irrigation system is the controller,

or a limer where irrigation schedules are set,
determining the frequency and amount of water
applied to the landscape. The controller is the key
interface between the irrigation system and end user
in charge of operating that system. Homeowners,
maintenance staff, and imgation professionals can
control when and how much water is applied to the
landscape by programming their imgation controllers.

In addition to water savings, WaterSense labeled
SMSs also provide a level of convenience, reducing
the need to change imgation schedules as the
seasons change. Furthermore, with the growlh of app
based interfaces. some labelad SMSs allow users

to control irrigation right from their mobile devices
This added convenience allows consumers to track
their irrigation water use, increasing their awareness
of how much water they use outdoors. Additionally,
some labeled models integrate their app-based
software into smart homes' systems, allowing the user
to operate all smart devices from one location

Photo above courtesy of Hunter Industries, Inc

PHONE (B56) WTR-SENS (987-7367) 'WEBSITE wunwepa gov/watersense  EMAIL watersensed

WaterSense Labeld

A properly designed, installe
irrigation system can provide}
waler across a landscape. e
and curb appeal. The control)
the brain behind any good s)
particular, WalerSense label
+ Provide a healthy, beay|
landscape: WaterSense|
SMSs help landscapes fi
healthy by customizing irf
plants the water they neq
+  Save money: WaterSend
users reduce overwaterir}
expenses, by only watarif
it and bypassing the irrig:
sufficent
* Reduce water waste an|
Iabeled SMSs avoid unmn
decrease the amount of
landscape, helping to re:
poliution flowing to local

FINDIT

FLAG IT A CHECKLIST FOR

YOUR LANDSCAPE

EPA
WaterSense

- 812525
PHOME (864) WTR-SENS (987.7367)  WEBSITE wewneey EMAL ——

WaterSense labeled irrigation controllers
can take direction from the sky or the soil
- you make the call on how to save water.

Weather-Based (WBIC)

* Use local weather data
to estimate landscape
conditions and determine
if an irrigation cycle should
be allowed or skipped.

* Depending on the uniformity
of the landscape you may
need multiple SMSs for a

* One WBIC can store
information for multiple

irrigation zones. ingle landscape.

Soil Moisture-Based (SMS)

* Sensors take in-ground
readings of soil moisture to
determine if the irrigation cycle
should be allowed or skipped.
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You Asked for It...

You Know
what to do when

the weather

changes.

Your irrigation system should too.

Let a smart irrigation controller do the thinking

for you...and save water.

Did you know that homes with automatic
irgation systems use 50 percent more
water than those without them? But a
WaterSense labeled irigation controller
cancels scheduled watering based on
local weather or soil conditions., Models
that have eamed the WaterSense label
have been independently cerified for
efficiency and performance

Some even link to your smart phone or
smart home system, (o provide more
contral.

Save thousands of gallons of water each
year. Look for a WaterSense labeled
irrigation controller to replace a clock-
based controller, and stop wasting water
outdoors,

WaterSense labeled irigation confroller photo
courlesy of Rachio

Mulch-

because wasting
water is

madness.

WaterSense

lookfo

Cover open ground
with wood chips or
vard clippings to

hold moisture

i the Soit’and - 5 f
save on watering.

o

#MulchMadness

r
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Seasonal Smart Watering Tools o ¥

Soak up the sun, : s Don’t get blown

not your water bill! == @  away by water
L. - y '

[ waste. (S

Why water ' N : B [fyou Use a clock timer for
when it’s wetterZ-s ) st/ o : oltdoorwatering, don’t
et it and forget it!

#SaveWaterOutdoors

e
_ ®If4/oU’lise a claock timer far

& _ BTN
outdoor watering, don’t 4 ¥, el '

& - look fo

set it and forget it! Don’t fa” % A A . ]

& into.a pattern,,
i B #SaveWaterOutdoors of w aterlng all

__ 'I'TE:-M use a clock ' Wmtel'!
\ - -“'?f*rﬁer for outdoo ““ !
e .{‘ watefing, don 't set : A = . ter
va it and forget it! ] . y X drop
: ’ _ : ~update your

#haveWaterOutdoors A ;
irrigation schedule.

#SaveWaterQOutdoors
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B SAVE OUTDOORS WITH WATERSENSE

Combining a smart irrigation controller and
spray sprinkler bodies that have earned the
WaterSense label can save water, time, and

money on water and sewer bills.

D| {EFWATERSENSE & 15 & F5hA7K

{EFAWATERSENSE R ZE Y57 2l
FMEHE RS @e] R REKE B
HTBEAKEMNTKE

Outdoor Graphics

i ()
5 r;

Microirrigation provides water directly to plant
roots at a lower flow rate, allowing the water to
soak into the soil and reducing runoff. Consider
hiring an irrigation professional to help design
your microirrigation system.

i T

M7 E P] AR R B AR EB ALK,
EKBANEILIRF, HBEDZ,
BEEREFETWALIRITHRER
REAL

look for
Q) KEEP YOUR CONTROLLER IN CHECK

Establishing new plants in your landscape
requires more water. Don’t forget to reset
your irrigation controller to a more
efficient setting after plants are established to
save water and keep plants healthy.

D RESOE RS

ENF TR RBKERAK.
BMEREKRT,

MEEFMREREIZ R,
MRS K FHEEMRRAE K
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Your Better Yard &

A
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Payments

Notify Me®

®,

Reporta
Problem

Athens-Clarke County f v O -
UNIFIED GOVERNMENT

I’'m Searching For. .. Q

ABOUTUS DEPARTMENTS SERVICES GET INVOLVED

NEW: HZGrow

NEW: Your Better Yard

Conserving Water
Outside

Find It, Flag It, Fix It
Landscape Checklist

Hydro-zoning

Irrigation Systems

Qutdoor Watering Tips

Rain Barrels

Sprinkler Spruce Up

Home » Departments » Departments & Offices | - 7 » Public Utilities » Water Conservation » Home &
Landscaping » Saving Water Outside » NEW: Your Better Yard

NEW: Your Better Yard

Are you looking to save water while maintaining a beautiful landscape? Whether you are a master
gardener or have little patience for lawn care, you can make your yard more attractive and functional
while saving water. Enhance your landscapes with water-saving technigues and technologies that fit
your lifestyle and yard type

Check out the eight different landscape types below to see which one might match your yard and
lifestyle. Once you have found your better yard, learn how to upgrade your landscape and save water
with WaterSense labeled product and smart practices.

Landscape Lifestyles

Backyard Beauty

Are you a master gardener with a variety
of annuals, perennials, and vegetables in
your yard? Is your landscape lush, and
do you require efficient irrigation
performance in a variety of climates? If
you're going for Backyard Beauty,
consider these tips for your better yard:

o Plant flowers that are native to your
region and don’t require much
watering beyond normal rainfall.

+ Group plants in hydrozones by
o watering needs. °
o Consider installing a microirrigation

system that delivers water slowly
and over a longer period of time.

« Help homeowners find the
landscapes and practices that
fit their lifestyle!

» Attractive and functional
yards can save water and
time

« WaterSense labeled products
and water smart practices
can help



controller, Recommended t
» Turf replacernent with hardy plants
*  AViaterSense labeled weatherbased smart
rhgation cantroller
* Sprinkler spruce-up to find and repair broken
equpment
®  Flowers in fenced-in hydrozones

nt 4
Wi, 1. f0H
. lrrl‘\,__a,

""'*.._;d,_f’ Plyyi,

is a yard with an in-ground sprinkler system in a

y-friendly area where playe priorities
leave litthe time for lawn maintenance. The home might
also have high water pressure. Recommended
include:

»  Turf replacernent with mulch in high-traffic areas

. Low g plarts o reduce

» WeterSanse |sbeled speay sprinkler Bodies to
regulate pressure

* A WatesSense labeled westherbased imgation

controller

el a lot and leave the main
se. They may be in the market for a
landlscape of imgation system redesign. Recommended
nclude:
A design with plants hydrazoned by water needs
®  An imgation system designer certfied by a
WaterSence lsbeled program
Microirrigation to get water right to the roots
= WaterSense lsbeled spray sprinkler bodswes
®  A'WaterSenze labeled weather-based irmigation
controller

This yard is the envy of the neighbiomasd, thanks to
meticulous lawn maintsinance. Since it doubles as &
field for kids’ sports, it serves as a practical space too,

§ gt
P AP ey O
oo

e Recommended tips include:
AT 08 ;
Wt * WaterSonce labelad spray sprinkler bedes to

AaiE et

late pressure
T o -

* Sprinkler spruce-up every spring to check for broken
equpment and leaks

*  Soil moisture sensors to enhance watering

® A certified irrigation auditor to

enhance system efficiency

e

b ?:a:z
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Landscape Lifestyles

e
%, &
‘s gpa O

Dog
Digging
Dilemma

Backyard

-

Landscape
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Landscape Lifestyles “&"

Low- S Playdate
Maintenance . oryes . : Priorities

Creative
Curb
Appeal

L IDNG

A

Community

2 ol WL
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Social Media Graphics

Lose the hose, reuse

’ those drops.

’?

1]

Take a shower instead
of a snak.

| .
[ AP Wi lersense

Take the 10-Minute Leak Challenge

&

O

Tighten showerhead connections with a
wranch and pipe tape.

-—‘— WaturScnsl:
Don’t use the toilet
for trash.

a1 4

WaterSense

Stop the flow.

WaterSense

Take the 10-Minute Leak Challenge

Check for broken spray heads and leaks
at sprinkler and hose connections.

lookfor

Why water
when it’s wetter

vatering, don’t set
it and forget it!

#SaveWaterOutdoors

g tempera tures

------ Jrop it's time to
update your
irrigation schedule.

#SaveWaterOutdoors
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Learn and Share with WaterSense




Partner Roundtables - Pivoting During Covid

* December 2020 series of roundtables with partners

» Partners provided ideas and lessons learned from
pivoting their programs during the pandemic

Events and In-Person Outreach

« Educating Kids and Adults During a Pandemic

Auditing and Home Assistance
Incentives From Rebates to Direct Installs

 What we learned

Customers were clamoring for activities, and partners
found ways to make them happen

Partners found creative ways to reach students
Videos were a great option

With planning, virtual and socially distanced audit and
landscape checks were still an option

lookfor




REMOTE

POSSIBILITIES

WaTerSendgs

Partr

: - 'I: L :I.II'-I I:.' 5 I.'\:

Eromobe Savings

Remote Possibilities:

SCHOOL'S IN (VIRTUAL
SESSION

GET VIRT UAL WITH VIDEQ
LESSONS

SAMPLE

Contact Infermation

lookfor

Wihat Type of Praperty b this? (Sebect Only 1)
Building Type (Select Only 1]

Pliysical Address. of Property

Watar Utility Billing Infasmation

Address where water bill |y recelved by water account holder

24




Athens Water Festival in a Box

Register your child to receive a box filled with water activities and goodies!
When the box arrives, DON’T OPEN IT! Join for a special, live Unboxing Party!

Marketing

« Social media

« Email to previous festival attendees
« “World” email

Registration

* 150 boxes increased to 180 boxes

* Online registration form with waitlist

« QOption for special delivery

» Multiple registrations allowed per household

lookfor
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Partner Roundtables - Affordability &

« Two partner roundtables in the spring of 2021 with partners who have made
water efficiency part of their customer assistance programs.

« Partners shared information about the types of programs they provide
Free/reduced price/direct installs of WaterSense-labeled products

Leak repair/plumbing services
Workshops and education
Free home water use assessments

What we learned

It can be challenging to identify/qualify participants
Direct installs can be better than rebates

Economic Policy

White House faces new pleas to
avert ‘tidal wave’ of water shut-olfs
as state bans continue to lapse

Partners are critical to success, credibility, promotion, qualification
Don'’t try to do it all - water fits in with existing energy, food, and housing

assistance efforts

Speak the language of your customers - translate materials into multiple

languages




New Affordability and Efficiency Tool

Assistance That Saves

How WaterSense Partners Incorporate
Water Efficiency Into Affordability Programs

EPiL ‘

lookfor

« How Affordability and Efficiency Can Be Mutually
Beneficial Objectives

« Leveraging Partnerships for Progress
+ |dentifying and Qualifying Participants
« Targeted Efficiency Programs

* Leak Repair

« Direct Installations

» Other Savings Incentives

 Lessons Learned From WaterSense Partners
 Resources and Tools
e Case Studies

Available at https://www.epa.gov/watersense/using-
water-efficiently



Unleash
Generosity

December 1, 2020

DOING
THE MOST
[elalang

Challenging economic times brought
on by the pandemic, emergencies, and
health crises often make it difficult for
people to pay their water bills.

This Giving Tuesday, consider assisting
neighbors in need of assistance with
water bills so they don't experience a day
without water due to financial hardship.

Make a one-time donation or enrollin
meonthly gift-giving through your water
bill. Learn more about donating or
applying for assistance:

accgov.com/ProjectShare

Every year, on Giving Tuesday, millions of people across the globe
show up, give back, and change their communities. The goalis to
create a massive wave of generosity that lasts well beyond that day.

GI¥WINGTUESDAY

lookfor

« Partnership with The Salvation Army
* Provides bill pay assistance

* Donations through one-time donation or monthly
gift-giving through the water bill
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Partner Roundtables - Drought Outreach [ &

« Two partner roundtables in early summer 2021 on drought messaging, tools, and
trends

* Drought is the new normal; dry season is the new drought
« Explain the difference between drought and water shortage
« Explain the water cycle, especially in areas that have flooding
 Whom to target with drought messages and tools:
« Kids
« Irrigation pros and landscapers/maintenance providers
« Homeowner associations
« Partners need more graphics, videos, and social
content
» Positive images of actions; cute content with Flo
« Powerful images of drought’s effects




in a

Drought

Restaurants and Hotels

With hot, dry weather continuing in our area, our water supplies are at risk due to shortages and

drought conditions. We need everyone in our community to help conserve water for the places where

we need it most—including firefighting, hospitals, and public health, Your business can be a leader in

the community by showing your support for water conservation and doing what you can to save this

precious resource. Here are a few tips to get you started.

TAKE WATER

OFF THE TABLE

WAIT TO WASH

UNTIL NEEDED

WHERE’S THE
RESTROOM?

CONSERVE IN
THE KITCHEN

FOLLOW
THE RULES

Do you serve every customer in your restaurant a f.]|\'ls‘:
of water? Wait until they ask for it instead, and don’t
top it off unless empty.

Don't put clean tablecloths in the laundry, and give
guests a sign to hang up if they don't need their
towels or sheets laundered daily.

When you replace plumbing fixtures, look for
toilets, faucets, and showerheads that have
earned the WaterSense label to save water and
Costs

If you have an old spray valve for rinsing dishes,
replace it with a current model, New pre-rinse spray
valves save water and energy!

If your community has restrictions on watering your
landscape, make sure you follow them. Don't waste
water when it's in short supply.

www.epa.gov/watersense/drought-watersense

rought One-Pagers

Printable and Customizable
Restaurants and Hotels

Landscapers and Garden
Professionals

Lawn Maintenance and
Irrigation Professionals

Residents and Homeowner
Associations

Apartments, Condos, and
Dorms

PICK A PECK
OF PLANTS

GET IN
THE ZOME

HAVE IT MADE (S
IN THE SHADE i_t
LOOK FOR i | ek rieornt o
THE LABEL m vt Lo
GO WITH - ¢
APRO ﬁ(?

.

www.epa.gov/watersense/drought-watersense

@:

STOP SILENT '
TOILET LEAKS

CLEAN UP IM
THE SHOWER

THINK
OUTSIDE

TAKE A
LOAD OFF

FOLLOW E ¥ ying comwe,

THE RULES )

www.epa.gov/watersense/drought-watersense
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TIME IT
RIGHT

STEP
OM IT g,

CURE WATER
WASTE

SPRUCE UP
SPRINKLERS

LOOK FOR
THE LABEL

www.epa.goviwatersense/drought-watersense

TURN OFF
THE TaP

SHAVE OFF
GALLONS

THINK AFTER
¥OU DRINK

TAKE A
LOAD OFF

LOOK ouT
FOR LEAKS
www.epa.gov/watersense/drought-watersense




Customizable Social Graphics

Ready-to-use and customizable
versions

Change text within PowerPoint to
communicate your own messages
and insert logo and website

It’s Bry OutThere, Arizona!
) 5

Use water wisely.

e T b - - R

-

g

www, epa. goviwatersense #BeDroughtAware

It’s dry out there.
#BeDroughtAware

We're in Stage 2 drought.
Don’t water every day!

Be a
H_ErRO

epa.gov/watersense

#BeDroughtAware

#BeDroughtAware



Be a H2erO Social Posts

labeled fixture.

#ItsDryOutThere

When it’s dry, be a H ErO
and install a WaterSense

WaterSense

When it’s dry,

be a H,erRO and
let your lawn go
less than lush.

When its dry, be a
H_ERO and wash only
full loads!

&

EPA
WaterSense

#I1tsDryOutThere

When in drought, be a
H,erO and turn off

#1tsDryOutThere

#BeDroughtAware

When in drought, be a
H_ErRO and don’t water in
the mid-day heat!

&

EPA
WaterSense

#BeDroughtAware
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The New Normal?

Every year, some part of the country experiences a drought. Butin some parts of the country, it
seems like there is a constant state of drought, which leads the public to ask "is drought the new
normal?”. Temperature and precipitation (snow and rain) patterns are changing and in some
areas of the country the trends are toward hotter and drier conditions, particulzarly in the West.
The map below shows the status of drought in Arizona between 2000 and 2021. The color scale is
the same as the map above. You can find the recent drought history for your state on the NIDIS

site.
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Percent of Arizona in Drought (by level of severity) between 2000-2021.

https://www.epa.gov/watersense/drought-watersense
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Be Drought Aware
Maybe you are thinking, "Hey, when | turn on the tap, water comes ““:_“
out of it, so what is the problem?" That's probably true, because ——

behind the scenes your local water utility is working hard to ensure
that they can supply water for their community. But, the time could
come when they may struggle and you might have to pay more for

that water! Take the steps to be drought aware, so you can be

prepared for shortages and help ensure that everybody in your

community will be able to get water when they turn on the tap.

Be Drought Aware

Droughts vs. Water Shortages

Droughts happen when there are long periods of

Related Pages

¢ When in Drought -

abnormally dry weather with less rain or snow. They are
sometimes referred to as slow-moving disasters because,
unlike hurricanes or earthquakes, they take time to

develop and happen over a longer timeframe.

Drought
Water supplies can be affected by drought because sources Giatersense
are not replenished with water from rainfall or snowmelt. ¢ When It's Hot

Hotter temperatures can also increase evaporation from

reservoirs and other surface water sources. Even



FIRE DANGER
TODAY

ONLY YOU CAN
PREVENT WILDFIRES

Athens Water and Drought

Athens-Clarke County in Level 1 Drought

* Prohibits all outdoor

« Follow ACC Outdoor irrigation of landscapes

m’m"' Drought Response Level
Athens-Clarke County
effective 10/18/19

2019 Outdoor Water Use Schedule

Allowed Anytime
* Drip or soaker hose irrigation
* Hand watering with a hose with an automatic cut-off spray nozzle or hand-held container
* Hydroseeding
* Irrigation of newly installed turf (for first 30 days)
* Watering personal food gardens
« Installation, maintenance, or calibration of irrigation systems
* Pressure washing
« Irrigation of athletic fields, golf courses, or public turf recreational areas
« Irrigation of plants for sale, resale, or installation
* Water from personal well or alternate source (gray water, rain water, condensate)
*Washing vehicles, driveways, parking lots or sidewalks WITH a shutoff valve or nozzle

Allowed only between 4:00 PM - 10:00 AM
* Automated irrigation systems

* Hand watering without an automatic cut-off spray nozzle
* Lawn sprinklers

Not allowed at anytime

« Failing to repair or bypass a leaking sprinkler head or emitter, valve, faucet,
pipe, or toilet

* Allowing tap water to flow into public rights of way such as alleys, streets, or
gutters or onto another person’s property

* Operating an irrigation system during rain events exceeding 1/4 inch

* Washing vehicles, driveways, parking lots, or sidewalks WITHOUT using a shutoff
valve or nozzle
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2020 WaterSense
Accomplishments
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30,000
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WATERSENSE
LABELED

PRODUCT
MODELS

WaterSense Labeled Products

2007
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Water and Money Savings
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aved since 2006!

gallons of water
600006

$108 billion

IN water and energy bills

by all U.S. households!

That’s the water used in 200 days



WaterSense has helped reduce the

amount of energy needed to heat,
pump, and treat water by

603 billion

kilowatt hours, cnough to

supply a year’s -
worthof power .assae

T
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Energy Savings

WaterSense partners helped eliminate

242 million

metric tons

of greenhouse gas
€missions...

A

.the equivalent
of planting

4 billion

trees..

lookfor

xerSe
> %2,
>

v
% &
‘s gpa O

WaterSense partners helped eliminate

242 million

metric tons

of gre_enhouse gas
emissions...

..the equivalent
of removing

53 million
cars from the
road for a year!



This is ACC!

Partner Totals by State

24 .25—49 .50—99




SAVING WATER
TOGETHER FOR

&

WaterSense

2020 ACCOMPLISHMENTS REPORT
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That's the water used in 2°° daw
by all U.S. households!

epa.gov/watersense

Share the Success!

WaterSense partners helped...

consumers
save

$108 billion

in water and energy bills

epa.gov/watersense

WaterSense

WaterSense has helped reduce the
amount of energy needed to heat,
pump, and treat water by

603 billion

kilowatt hours, enough to

supply a year's .= o

worthof power asaaas
tomorethan 4852228,
‘../56 2 1 1]
[T T 1 - LTI T]

epa.gov/watersense

WaterSense

https://www.epa.gov/watersense/accomplishments-and-history
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WaterSense partners helped eliminate

242 million

metric tons

of greenhouse gas
emissions...

A

the equivalent
of planting

4 billion

trees..

epa.gov/watersense

WaterSense partners helped eliminate

242 million

metric tons
of greenhouse gas
emissions...

.the equivalent
of removing
53 miillion
cars from the
road for a year!

epa.gov/watersense

WaterSense



https://www.epa.gov/watersense/accomplishments-and-history
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Q&A and Wrap-Up
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Questions? &
Water Conservation Coordinator WaterSense

Public Utilities Department

_ Website:
Laurel.loftin@accgov.com WWw.epa.qov/watersense
www.accgov.com/WaterSmart Spanish Website:
www. ThinkAtTheSink.com espanol.epa.gov/watersense

AthensWaterFestival.com

Email: watersense@epa.gov
Helpline: (866) WTR-SENS

A%f (987-7367)



mailto:Laurel.loftin@accgov.com
http://www.accgov.com/WaterSmart
http://www.thinkatthesink.com/
http://www.athenswaterfestival.com/
http://www.epa.gov/watersense
https://espanol.epa.gov/watersense
mailto:watersense@epa.gov
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