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Problem and Solution
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CalWEP

• 25+year history of supporting California water conservation
• Long term projects include research and promoting sustainable 

landscaping.  These efforts lead to new needs for information sharing

R&E

• Publications become dated, and related research is not well connected
• Platform that connects research topics, creates living documents, raises 

accessibility of research through better search

Landscape

• Need online tool to promote sustainable landscapes
• Platform that allows sharing and organizing of tools for all users

Toolbox

• User empowered platform to search and share tools, improve
information resources



Platform

 Organize information to allow data to be 
better searched and displayed, including 
automatic lists, timelines, geographic 
information
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 Built for sharing content and managing user 
input

 Extend toolbox functionality, including: maps, 
citation, editing, etc.

 Custom work with wiki developers, including 
skin, custom search, custom forms to 
add/update content



Living Documents

 Living documents are documents that are continuously 
edited and updated. 

 The toolbox supports:
 Moderated updates for registered users
 Toolbox tracks all changes
 Authorship is attributed to the person making edits
 Changes can be discussed online
 Change history is logged and reversible

 Living documents can include updates from group 
(committee) efforts, or research consultants

 Original documents still available as PDF
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Categories

 Articles and files can be categorized
 Categories include:
 General Subject (17)
 Tool (14)
 Publication Type (7)
 End Use (16)
 End User (15)

 Categories can be updated 
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Search
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 Keyword Search
 Simultaneously returns results from within article title or 

article text, file title or file (description) text

 Advanced Filtered Search
 Search articles (pages) or files by category
 Search within any or all of the categories selected
 Allows data to be organized for specific user groups

 Results shown with page title and introductory text
 Search itself can be expanded through ongoing 

development



Creating/Updating Articles
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 Article form facilitates changes, form elements 
include:
 Introduction/summary (text)
 Body (text)
 Introductory image (link or file)
 Source document (link or file)
 Highlighted Resources (link or file)
 Categories (checkboxes)



Article Example
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Article Elements
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Article Name (Title)

Introductory Image

Introduction/Summary

Body

Original Document

Highlighted Resources



Use and Collaboration
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 Content available with and without logging in
 Collaboration:
 Help pages show how to add and update articles
 Edits:
 are moderated by staff, no anonymous edits 
 limited to members and select collaborators



Content
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 CalWEP (Council) Publications
 PBMPs
 Cost and Savings Studies
 Drought toolkit
 Tools

 Technical Documents and other Publications 
 Public domain
 Other



Content: Cost and Savings Research
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Content: Technical, Policy, Guidance 
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California Water Plan
CII Task Force BMP Tool



Maps
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Toolbox Demo
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QUESTIONS

CALWEP.ORG
TOOLBOX.CALWEP.ORG
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