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Water Smart Destinations: 
Saving Water Can Be Green, 

and Promote Wildlife



Who is Audubon 
International?

Our Mission: To deliver high-quality environmental education and to 
facilitate the sustainable management of land, water, wildlife, and 
other natural resources in all places people live, work, and play.
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Individual Level
Stewardship Action

Site Level
Environmentally-
sensitive 
Development and 
Management
Community Level
Strategic Planning 
and 
Sustainable 
Community Initiatives
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• Audubon Cooperative Sanctuary
– Existing property-scale facilities and developments including golf course, 

schools, businesses, ski areas, etc.

• Audubon Signature & Classic Program
– Planned property-scale facilities and developments
– Redesigned facilities and developments

• Audubon Green Lodging Program
– Existing hotels, resorts and other lodging facilities

• Audubon Sustainable Communities Program
– Existing Municipalities, private communities, lake associations

Audubon International Certification 
Programs
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Where are Certified 
Members?
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1. Address each facility's 
specific environmental 
issues and 
opportunities.

2. Assist facilities in 
becoming, and being 
recognized as, 
community 
environmental assets.

Why are these programs so 
important?



Six 
Environmental 

Focus AreasEnvironmental Planning
Wildlife and Habitat Management
Chemical Use Reduction and Safety
Water Conservation
Water Quality Management
Outreach and Education

7



Wildlife

Smart 
Water Use

Encouraging 
Native 
Habitat
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• Maintain irrigation equipment for maximum efficiency and minimal water waste
• Maintain soil and turf health to maximize water absorption and minimize water 

loss due to evaporation and runoff
• Reduce water consumption
• In some cases, reduce irrigated turf acreage

Water Conservation
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• Employ Best Management Practices or structural controls near all water 
features to minimize potential for chemical runoff, nutrient loading, and 
drift

• Monitor health of water features
• Understanding your watershed

– Where does water enter, exit the property?
– Does it improve, decline or stay the same as it moves through?

Water Quality Management
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Your Ecoregion
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Appalachian Oak Forest
• Canopy

– Carya glabra pignut hickory
– Castanea dentata American chestnut
– Quercus alba northern white oak

• Woody Understory
– Amelanchier spp. service-berry
– Cornus florida flowering dogwood
– Kalmia latifolia mountain laurel
– Vaccinium corymbosum highbush blueberry
– Viburnum acerifolium maple-leaf arrow-wood

Native Plant Examples
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• Buy locally grown native plants
• Buy propagated, not wild-harvested
Exception: salvage plant material from land that 

will soon be under construction

Resources
Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center 
www.wildflower.org

Find Local Plant Materials
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Management Tools & Techniques
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Management Tools & Techniques
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Scribble Maps
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Case Studies
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Stowe Mountain Resort, VT
• Water running through the 

mountain streams is used 
sparingly and repeatedly on 
the resort property, which 
protects resources for the 
agricultural lands 
downstream.

• Several storm water basins 
catch runoff, slowing and 
filtering meltwater before it 
leaves the property, and 
providing a unique source of 
“reclaimed” water for 
landscape maintenance, 
snowmaking, and golf 
course irrigation.

• Moose, black bear, 
peregrine falcons and 
Bicknell’s thrush all inhabit 
the resort 19



Bethpage Golf Course: 
Black & Red, NY

• Broomsedge is a low-
maintenance grass 
native to the eastern 
United States. This 
species thrives in open 
areas, growing to be 
three feet with limited 
water and fertilizer.  The 
course started 
propagating their own 
seed

• Course has seen an 
increase in ground 
mammals due to 
increased cover

• Dropseed also added to 
control erosion, increase 
in sparrows and finches

20



Rio Verde, AZ

• Butterfly garden provides 
an oasis for native 
species in a desert 
landscape

• Community volunteers 
and country club staff 
worked together to add 
natives

• Signage used in the area 
to outreach to the 
community
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TPC Summerlin, NV
• Previously a Sheep's 

fescue meadow, watered
• Capped irrigation lines, 

dead grass removal,
• 18 species of desert 

plants added, desert rock 
and soil moved from 
other parts of the 
property.

• SIGNAGE USED!
• 90% reduction in man-

hours, half a million 
gallons of water / year

• TOTALS ; $3000 to 
implement, $2000 per 
year saved

• Increased in desert 
species including Mojave 
rattlesnake and red-
spotted toad 22



Riverside, CA

• City of Riverside 
Public Utilities 
started a 
campaign to 
encourage 
drought tolerant 
plants

• “less water, more 
color”

• By encouraging 
native plants, they 
are encouraging 
native species 
and pollinators
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Contact Information:

Tara Donadio
Director of Cooperative Sanctuary Programs

Troy, NY

518-767-9051 Ext. 115
tara@auduboninternational.org

www.auduboninternational.org
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