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Sustainable Solutions.

Lessons From California 
Drought & What it Means 
for the Rest of the U.S.
















Fuse lit: April 1, 2015 – Executive Order on Drought from Governor Jerry Brown

2015: Updates to Model Water Efficient Landscape Ordinance Completed

2016: California Water Plan Updated
Recommendations from the Independent Technical Panel
Legislation Reaction to Drought Initiatives 



What about…







Lesson 1:

Plants are a big part of the 
future.









Lesson 2:

It’s about more than just 
immediate water savings.



Lesson 3:

Funding and enforcement 
are essential.



Lesson 4:

Compromise is key.



Who is driving the future?



BMPs

Standards

Green Initiatives

Consumer  Expectations

Ordinances

Codes

Regulations

Voluntary                                              Mandatory



Codes
• Shift to write standards in mandatory 

language.
• Adopted by code setting bodies or rating 

systems
• ICC, IAPMO, CalGreen







• Native-type landscapes that won’t require 
irrigation.

• Minimal turf grass areas.
• No potable water for irrigation.

Market Trends



Observation
• Efficiency = reduction or elimination
• Assumes no benefit comes from plants
• Natives are superior
• No points for superior irrigation systems
• No follow up to the water budget



What does it mean for the rest of the U.S.?

1) When drought hits, California will be a primary source for information.

2) Technologies manufactured to meet California standards will affect use 
in the rest of the U.S.

3) Codes with California influences are being employed across the U.S., 
these may include drought plans and legislation.



Realities
1) Policymakers’ involvement in the landscape irrigation 

industry will increase, not decrease
2) Landscape water use will be reduced (mandated)
3) Potable water will not be the main source for irrigation 

water
4) Landscapes will not look the same 10 years from 

know as they do today
5) Our industry needs to partner with governments and 

other stakeholders to form sustainable solutions
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