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Who is driving the future?









The Irrigation Association’s Draft 
Model Irrigation Ordinance





§ 1.0 Purpose
• Work in conjunction with established 

landscape code/ordinances
• Complement landscape practices that 

integrate conservation and efficiency
• Design parameters for new irrigation systems
• Guidelines for existing irrigation systems



§ 2.0 Applicability
• Residential or commercial
• Size requirements can be specified
• Renovated projects
• Public agency projects

• Exemptions:
• Historical sites
• Landscapes not requiring irrigation



§ 3.0  Definitions

Lots of definitions that can be modified to meet 
local needs

application rate

backflow prevention device

Certificate of Completion

certified irrigation designer

certified landscape irrigation auditor

check valve anti-drain valve

distribution uniformity

ecological restoration project

emission device

established landscape

establishment period of the plants

evapotranspiration

flow rate

flow meter

Graywater

Hardscapes

hydrozone

irrigation audit

Irrigation Plan

irrigation survey

irrigation water use analysis

landscape water meter

lateral line

local agency

local water provider

low flow irrigation

drip irrigation

main line

master shut-off valve

microclimate

mulch

new construction

non-residential landscape

operating pressure

overhead sprinkler irrigation systems

overspray

permit

permeable

project applicant

rain sensor

rain sensing shutoff device

reclaimed water

recycled water

treated sewage effluent water

record drawing

renovated landscape

remote control valve

residential landscape

runoff

smart irrigation controller

soil moisture sensing device

soil moisture sensor

sprinkler

sprinkler head

static water pressure

station

sub meter

turfgrass

watering window

zone



§ 4.0  Irrigation Design
• Plan requirements & designer qualifications
• Irrigation system requirements

• Master shut-off 
• Water measurement
• Smart controllers & sensors
• Pressure regulation
• Compliance with sprinkler & emitter standard 

• Sprinklers report DUlq



§ 4.0  Irrigation Design
• Hydrozone requirements

• Slopes
• Overhead irrigation on areas > 8 feet
• Drip in mulched areas with plants > 12 inches
• Water trees separately where feasible
• No runoff



§ 5.0  Certificate of Completion
• Designer
• Contractor
• Inspector/Certifier

• System is installed according to the design
• City can establish professional qualification 

requirements



§ 6.0  Irrigation Management
• Planning water use
• Monitoring water use
• Verify irrigation system maintenance
• Irrigation scheduling

• Hours of operation, irrigation days allowed
• Modify irrigation system as landscape 

matures
• Irrigation system audit if required



§ 7.0  Existing irrigation systems

• System audit, inspection or water use 
analysis

• Water waste prevention
• No runoff
• Capture runoff and reuse

• Penalties established by the jurisdiction



http://www.irrigation.org/modelordinance.aspx



Realities
1) Policymakers’ involvement in the landscape 

irrigation industry will increase, not decrease
2) Landscape water use will be reduced (mandated)
3) Potable water will not be the main source for 

irrigation water
4) Landscapes will not look the same 10 years from 

know as they do today
5) Our industry needs to partner with governments 

and other stakeholders to form sustainable 
solutions
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