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Freshwater 2.5% 

Photo courtesy of NASA 







> 600 gallons  

Raymond Patrick/NGS 



X Billions 



Water stress 
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Calculate your water footprint 
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Text “River” to 77177 
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US Bureau of Reclamation, Upper Colorado Region   
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A water lease kept Yampa River flowing at  
healthier levels during drought of 2012 

                 (Partner: Colorado Water Trust)  
Graph: USGS, National Geographic, Photos: Cheryl Zook/National Geographic 



Verde River, Arizona 
Cheryl Zook/ National Geographic 
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Irrigation Upgrades to Keep More Flow in River 



Photo: Erik Rochner, National Geographic  

The Colorado River Delta: A Historic Opportunity 
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Pulse Flow Begins at Morelos Dam 
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Before/After the Colorado River Arrives 



Photo: Cheryl Zook/National Geographic 

River at San Luis Rio Colorado 



Photo: Francisco Zamora/Sonoran Institute, with aerial support from LightHawk 

Colorado River Reaches the Sea 



Ongoing Restoration: Colorado River Delta Water Trust  

Cheryl Zook/National Geographic  



Cheryl Zook/National Geographic 

Leasing Water to Provide Base Flows for Habitat Restoration 



 87,000 in pledge community 
 7 corporate sponsors 
 6 projects; more in pipeline 
 2 billion gallons restored 



A Crucial Tool: Water Restoration Certificates 

Before After 
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changethecourse.us #changethecourse 
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