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• Update on WaterSense 
• WaterSense for Multi-Family Homes 
• Product Updates in Version 1.1 
• Landscape Design Requirements 
• Question/Next Steps for WaterSense Labeled 

New Homes 

Agenda 



WaterSense Labeled 
Products 
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Tank-Type 
Toilets 

Lavatory 
Faucets 

Flushing 
Urinals 

Showerheads 

Irrigation 
Controllers 

NEW: Pre-rinse 
Spray Valves 

More than 
10,000 

Labeled 
Product  
Models 

Water factors are also 
included in many 

ENERGY STAR qualified 
products 



Savings add up!  
2006-2012 Results 
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Specification 
Development 

Final V. 1.0 
Specification 

Notification 
of Intent for 

V 1.1 

Draft V 1.1 
Specification 

Final V. 1.1 
Specification 

Certification 
& Labeling 

October 21, 
2011  

March 22, 
2012 

December 
10, 2009 

August 30, 
2012 

January 1, 
2013 

New specification applies to all homes labeled on or after January 1, 
2013. 



• Home building market changed significantly between 
2007 and 2012 

• New product technologies are available in the market 
• Lessons learned from the first two years of labeling new 

homes 
• Opportunity to expand the WaterSense program to new 

builders and stakeholders 
 
 

Why Make Changes? 
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What’s New in 
Version 1.1? 



• Single family homes & townhomes 
 OR 
• Residential units in multi-family buildings three stories or 

less in size 
 OR 
• Residential units in multi-family buildings, including 

mixed-use buildings, that have independent heating, 
cooling, and hot water systems separate from other units 
 

Scope of version 1.1 
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Units in buildings that utilize 
central hot water systems powered 
by alternative energies, such as 
solar or goethermal, for domestic 
hot water are allowed if the 
alternative energy source provides 
at least 50 percent of the hot water 
needs for the residential units. 

Scope of version 1.1 
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• Even though the units receive the 
label, buildings must meet certain 
common area and outdoor criteria in 
order to be labeled 
– Consider these prerequisites 
 

Note:  Specific requirements and considerations 
are summarized in Appendix D of the specification. 

 

Requirements for 
Homes in MF Buildings 
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Laundry Facilities 
• Common-use laundry rooms shall include ENERGY STAR 

qualified clothes washers with water factors of 6.0 or less 
 
Metering 
• Each labeled unit shall be individually metered, 

submetered, or equipped with alternate technology 
capable of tracking water use for individual units 

Requirements for 
Homes in MF Buildings 
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Outdoors 
• Outdoor criteria shall apply to all common use area  that 

are improved upon 
– Includes areas that are landscapes (including sod or turf ), water 

features, etc. 

• If there is an irrigation system, it shall meet all existing 
criteria AND be independently metered, submetered, or 
equipped with an alternate technology. 

• If units are occupied prior to completion of outdoor (or 
common-use space), the indoor inspection can be 
completed but the label should be withheld until all 
criteria are met. 

Requirements for 
Homes in MF Buildings 
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Pools 
• Are treated differently than in single-family homes 

– Typically larger pools with more advanced equipment and 
controls 

• Are not accounted for in the landscape design criteria (as 
they are in single-family homes) 

• Must be independently metered or submetered 

Requirements for 
Homes in MF Buildings 
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• Must be equipped with a 
gutter or grate system 

• Must be equipped with either 
sorptive media (pre-coat) or 
cartridge filtration 



Education 
• For homes in multi-family buildings there are two 

manuals required: 
– Occupant Operating Manual (one per home) 
– Building Operating Manual (one per building) 

 

Pressure loss test 
• Should be done in each individual unit to verify that 

water is being delivered at or below 60 psi 
– Can be done at a washer hookup, but may require an additional 

adapter if washer/dryer connections aren’t present 
– If there is no shutoff for the unit’s water supply this could be an 

indication the building is using riser pipe plumbing 

Requirements for 
Homes in MF Buildings 
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New Product 
Requirements 



 

Showerheads 
– There are more than 1,500 WaterSense 

labeled showerheads available 
 

Weather Based Irrigation Controllers 
– The first WaterSense labeled weather 

based irrigation controllers were labeled in 
May 2012, more than 150 models are 
available 

New Product 
Requirements 
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• WaterSense labeled models now required 
 

• WaterSense labeled showerheads are       
third party certified for efficiency AND 
performance – more than 1,500 labeled 
models 

 
• The total output for multi-showerheads    

has been reduced from 2.5 gpm to 2.0 
gpm 
 

Showerheads 
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• Beginning in June 2013, all weather based 
irrigation controllers must be WaterSense 
labeled 
 

• WaterSense labeled controllers function 
like programmable thermostats for the 
yard – more than 150 labeled models 
 

• Sensor based irrigation controllers will 
continue to be allowed and must meet 
feature requirements outlined in the 
specification 

Irrigation controllers 
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Landscape Design 



Version 1 included two options to meet the landscape 
design requirements: 
• Use the Water Budget Tool 
• Limit turfgrass to 40% of the landscapable area 

 

Version 1.1: 
• Must use the Water Budget Tool 

Landscape Design 
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• The Water Budget Tool has been used in the vast 
majority of labeled homes  

• Online version of the tool is much simpler to use 
• The removal of options 2 received minimal resistance 

from builders 
• WaterSense staff is available to provide technical 

assistance 
 

Landscape Design 
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Next Steps 



Available now 
• Updated provider and inspector training materials 
• Updated marketing and recruitment materials 

(available on the WaterSense partner site) 
• Hot water distribution guide 

 
Coming Soon! 
• Updated Water Budget Tool manual 
• New WaterSense Homes field guide 
 
 

Updated Materials 
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• WaterSense Information 
– Web site: www.epa.gov/watersense 

• For questions:  
– E-mail: watersense-homes@epa.gov 
– Toll-free Helpline: (866) WTR-SENS  

• 1(866) 987-7367 
OR 

• Jonah Schein 
Schein.jonah@epa.gov 
202.564.2720 

Questions/Contact 

24 

http://www.epa.gov/watersense
mailto:Schein.jonah@epa.gov
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