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Regional Water Wholesaler 
– 6 counties 
– 5,200 Square Miles 
– 18 million people 
– Growing 220,000 people/yr. 

26 Member Agencies 
Support a $600+ Billion Regional economy  
Meets about half of retail demands 

Metropolitan Water District 

Metropolitan currently 
delivers an average of 1.7 

billion gallons of water 
per day to its service area.  
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25% Colorado River supplies 
30% State Water Project 
supplies from Bay/Delta 

45% local supplies 
Los Angeles Aqueduct 
Groundwater recovery 
Recycling 
Desalination 
Conservation 
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Population Climate Change 

Infrastructure Water Quality 
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Small Business Enterprise 
 

Local reinvestment by supporting more broad 
contracting opportunities with  Small and 
Regional Business Enterprises 

 
Expand MWD’s bidders pool to get the best 
price and quality 
 
Provide resource for MWD mission and 
operations: Reliability, infrastructure, water 
quality 
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Incentives for Regional and Small Businesses 
Project Unbundling 
Database Reflective of the Region 

Approximately 8,000 small businesses 
Vendor Education to increase competitiveness 
Facilitate alliances for the development of new 
technologies 
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SBA guidelines based upon industry 
 
Annual Gross Sales Receipts averaged over 
three years:  

Computer Systems Services - $25 m 
Engineering Services - $14 m 
Construction - $33.5 m 

Number of Employees 
Wholesale/Retail - 500 employees 
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Increased competition 
Access to new concepts and technologies 
Economic development 

Job creator 
Recycling dollars back to rate payers 

Cost savings 
 

Metropolitan’s Program has provided for a 
reinvestment of greater than $1 billion in more 
than 3,000 Southern California small 
businesses.  
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“Investment needs for buried 
drinking water infrastructure 
total more than $1 trillion 
nationwide over the next 25 
years”       

American Water Works Association 
April 2012 
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Provide grants to small companies and 
researchers to stimulate technological 
innovation 

Small Business Innovation Research (SBIR) 
Military and Agricultural Drones 

Innovative Conservation Program (ICP) 
Water Efficiency Devices and Technologies 

Enable small and large businesses to co-innovate 
together 
Provide a communication platform to connect  
people and ideas with capital & resources 
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Increasing Regulation 
Failing Infrastructure 
Focus on Recycling and Reuse 
Increased Interdependence Between Water 
and Energy 
Impact of Global Climate Change 

Maxwell, S., “2012 Water Market Review “-A Concise Review of 
Challenges and Opportunities in the World Water Market, 2012 
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Facilitate the discovery of technologies to 
support regional mission of water supply 
reliability, water quality, and infrastructure 
reliability  
Support the pursuit of  innovation that will 
advance water use efficiency and conservation 
Link investments to energy and water: Private 
equity, angel investment, growth capital, 
crowdfunding 
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Innovator 
Workshops 

Networking 
Events 

Independent 
Technology 

Review 

Smart 
Network 
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Innovative Conservation Program (ICP) 
 
Technology Clearinghouse 

 
Third Party independent review 
Business Plan Accelerators 
MWD Engineering Staff 

 
Technology Approval Group (TAG) Forum 
 
H20 TechConnect Smart Network 
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Technology Approval Group (TAG) Forum 

Participants  
San Diego County Water Authority 
Irvine Ranch Water District 
East Bay MUD 
Denver Water 
Central Arizona Project 
LADWP 

Technologies in Pilot Programs 
Biofouling zebra and quagga mussels 
UV Technology 
Earthquake resistant pipes 
Leak Burst Detection and Reduction 
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Smart Network 
 
 

 
 
 

Communication platform to connect  people and ideas with 
capital & resources 
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Smart Network  
 

 
 
 

See the Smart Network in a single glance 
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Smart Network 
 
 

 
 
 

Create connections to others that are working in multi areas 
related to water and water technological innovations 
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Business Outreach Hotline 
(213) 217-7444 
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