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So What? 
 • Land coverage  -- sheer amount of turf 

 
 



Extent of Turfgrass Cover USA  (Milesi, 2005) 

 





Industry Sectors & Increasing 
Maintenance Intensity  

• Utility turf/Rights-of-way/levees/dams 
• Roadsides/Airfields/Flood 

plains/brownfields/landfills/orchards 
• Cemeteries 
• Landscapes/home lawns/parks & 

grounds/schools/institutions 
• Sod production/Seed production 
• Golf course/Sports turf 
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So What? 
 • Land coverage  -- sheer amount of turf 

• Participation  -- sheer number of ‘users’ 
• Water use -- turf in Las Vegas or Phoenix or 

Dubai? 
• Emissions  -- mowers, etc. 
• Pesticide, etc. use – what/where/when/who 
• Fertilizer use – what/where/when/who 
• Public policy -- who decides? 

 
 







If there is so much interest in 
the science & psychology of 

‘turfgrass water use’ (however 
defined) why isn’t there more 

interest in and use of the 
literature of the discipline? 



Hopefully of interest………. 
• We’re a documentation center; we don’t do 

advocacy (except for access) .  We support 
science and decision-making (including 
management).  We don’t have axes to grind. 

• Cooperative/consortium project: sector & 
geographic independence. 

• A very grey literature, and poorly collected. 
• Technology-based delivery to end-users since 

day one 



Mission of the Center (TIC) 
• Collect, digitize, & preserve turfgrass materials, both print & 

online .  Maximize access to materials within copyright law 
and copyright-holder comfort zone. 

• Provide precise access to turf information resources, 
including the above (primarily via metadata  work). 

• Assist users of the materials & help with access issues. 
• Provide physical and online infrastructure supporting 

turfgrass scholarship, and raise the level of scientific 
discourse. 

• Build a stable, sustainable long-term structure to continue 
this work – the TIC Endowment 











TIC Online Presence 
• Public website & public resources 

 Archive of digitized serial runs 
 Archive of digitized monographs 
 Archive of digitized graphic & visual content  

• Turfgrass Information File (TGIF) database 
– All formats, all languages, all turf, “all content”, Turfgrass 

Thesaurus indexing: moving towards a being a disciplinary 
discovery device. 

• Limited access resources  (within TGIF) 
– Some digitized serial runs 
– Beard’s Turfgrass Encyclopedia – full text 

 

















How do we fit in your work? 
• Turfgrass Science is a subject of applied 

international interest without widespread 
‘library’ collections of note. 

• TIC at the MSU Libraries intends to 
exhausively collect and index this literature.   

• You can utilize much of our work via our open-
access resources,  and you can directly link to 
every record within TGIF regardless of your 
affiliation with us.  The literature is thus 
identifiable, verifiable, & accessible. 





We need you! 
email if  questions  or with leads on 
local turfgrass resources which we 
should know about.  We need you 

as a supplier, cooperator – and user! 
Pete Cookingham 

cooking1@msu.edu 
 

tic.msu.edu 
thank you! 

an 
 

mailto:cooking1@msu.edu
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