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Overview 

Part I – The Big Picture:  

• Landscape Trends 

Part II – Applying Best Thinking to New Regional Program 

• Prop. 84 Sustainable Landscapes Program 



Robert Redford's 'Watershed' Documentary Raises 
Awareness For Worldwide Water Conservation  

Part I – The Big Picture:  





Statewide (CA) Dialogue on Landscapes 

www.cuwcc.org/committees/main.aspx 

Landscape Committee 



1. Standards:  
 Define a “new norm” for water use and consumption practices. 

2. Promotion & Partnership:  
 Promote a “new norm” in California Landscape with climate 

appropriate materials, efficient irrigation practices, and 
sustainable management practices. 

 Develop strong partnerships with water, recycled water, energy, 
wastewater, stormwater and groundwater agencies; and identify 
other opportunities for partnerships with allied organizations. 

3. Toolbox: 
 Research and evaluate (past and) future water conservation 

technologies and practices 

CUWCC Board Priorities 
Strategic Plan for Landscape 



“New Norm” Submittals 



Program Information 
 



National Dialogue on Landscapes 

www.swatirrigation.org 

Promotions Working Group 



66.9% 

30.0% 

3.1% 

#4    Are water supply issues (watering restrictions, 
conservation requirements, etc.) impacting green 
industry business practices in your area? 

Yes

No

Don't
know

SWAT Education & Training Needs Survey 2011 



67.1% 

24.9% 

8.1% 

#5   Are watershed protection issues (storm water 
runoff, excessive irrigation/non-point source 
pollution, etc.) impacting green industry business 
practices in your area? 

Yes

No

Don't know



88.1% 

11.9% 

#12    Traditionally, Irrigation Association training 
has focused on irrigation proficiency. Do you think 
IA should expand its focus to include a more 
comprehensive (plants, soil, water) landscape 
management approach? 

Yes

No
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Part II – Applying the Latest Thinking to  
New Regional Programs 
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San Diego County Water Authority 

 24 member agencies 

 3 million people  

 920,000 acre service area 

 97% of county’s population  



CA Integrated Regional Water Management 

• Statewide distribution of grant funding on a watershed 
basis 

• Prop. 84 IRWMP Implementation Grants (2009 Round) 

• Sustainable Landscapes Program: 

o 1 of 11 projects totaling $7.9 million in State funding 

o A water efficiency & watershed protection program 

o Collaborative model with multiple partners 



Program Abstract 

The Sustainable Landscapes Program is designed to 

reduce water waste and pollutant infiltration 

into local waterways through the development and 

implementation of landscape standards and 

specifications generally consistent with the CA 

state Model Water Efficient Landscape Ordinance 

and the San Diego Regional Water Quality Control 

Board Municipal Stormwater Permit… 



…The Sustainable Landscapes Program relies on 

the integration of landscape standards and 

specifications development, education and 

training, materials, incentives, outreach, and 

technical assistance to achieve project goals 

(water waste and pollution reduction).  

Program Abstract (Cont’d) 



The project is targeted towards the residential sector, but will 

also include commercial participants. The project benefits are 

expected to accrue through 2022. Project benefits include:  

1) water use reduction;  

2) green waste reduction;  

3) labor reductions associated with maintenance;  

4) CO2 emissions reduction; and  

5) water quality improvements. 

Program Benefits  



Program Details – Funding & Partners 

• $1.4 million over 3 years (pending DWR agreement) 

o State Funds: $1,050,000  

o Local Match: $350,000 

• Seven partners (Model for public-private collaboration) 



Program Scope 

1. Landscape Guidelines & Specifications (integrated water 
efficiency & watershed protection) 

2. Education & Training 

3. Technical Assistance 

4. Retrofit Incentives 

5. Landscape Materials 

6. Outreach & Stakeholder Involvement 



www.sdcwa.org/landscape-guide-flipbook  







Contact Information 

Carlos Michelon  

Principal Water Resources Specialist 

(858) 522-6756 

cmichelon@sdcwa.org  
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