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 Wholesale water agency 
created by State Legislature in 
1944 
 24 member agencies 
 36-member board of directors 
 Serves 3.2 million people and 

region’s $186 billion economy 
 

 Mission is to provide safe and 
reliable water supply to 
member agencies 
 

 Service area 
 950,000 acres 
 97% of county’s population  

 

What is the Water Authority? 
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Increasing Supply Reliability 
through Supply Diversification 

3 

5% 

Metropolitan Water District 

Imperial Irrigation District Transfer 

All American & Coachella Canal Lining 

Conservation (existing and additional) Local Surface Water 

Groundwater 

Recycled Water 

Seawater Desalination 

2011(final) 2020 1991 

95% 

Total =  
578 TAF 

Total = 594 TAF 

44% 

11% 
3% 4% 11% 

14% 

Total = 779 TAF 

30% 

6% 13% 10% 

24% 13% 

6% 

7% 

4% 

TAF = thousand acre-feet 



Guide Development 
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 www.sdcwa.org/landscape-guide-flipbook 

Online flipbook 
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 Make resource user-friendly 
 Improve outdoor water efficiency 
 Help region meet long-term water management 

objectives 
 Encourage market transformation and long-term 

behavioral change 

Program Goals 
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 Water Efficient Design 

Key Elements of a WaterSmart 
Landscape 
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 Appropriate Maintenance  
and Irrigation Management 

 Climate-Appropriate Plants 

 Efficient Irrigation 



Steps to Achieving a WaterSmart 
Landscape 
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1. Identify Landscape Target 

 Water savings is 
determined by: 
 Plants’ water use 

characteristics 
 Irrigation system 

efficiency 

9 



2. Create a Basic Plot Plan 
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 Soil: Critical component of a healthy landscape. 
 Test soil to help condition before planting. 
 Soil texture class 

 Clay 
 Silty clay 
 Clay Loam 
 Loam 
 Sandy Loam 
 Loamy Sand 
 Sand 

3. Test and Condition Soil 

11 



 Layout 
 Identify different use 

areas 
 Consider alternatives 

to turf grass 
 

4. Design WaterSmart Landscape 
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 Irrigation design 
 Water pressure 
 Smart controller 
 Irrigation layout 

 

4. Design WaterSmart Landscape 
(cont’d) 
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5. Implement Plan 

14 

 Demolition 
 Grading 
 Soil preparation 
 Irrigation installation 
 Planting installation 

 
 

 
 



 Plan ahead 
 Monitor and minimize watering 
 Watering at appropriate times 
 Check irrigation equipment 
 Fertilize smart 
 Weed smart 
 Manage pests 
 Mulch 

6. Care for WaterSmart Landscape 
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Budget 

*Note:  Does not include cost of design 
and maintenance since example is 
for do-it-yourself homeowners 
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Case Study 
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Before 

After 



 www.sdcwa.org/landscape-guide-flipbook 

Online flipbook 
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Stay in Touch with the Water 
Authority 
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sdcwa.org/mobile-news-app 

www.sdcwa.org 

@sdcwa 

http://www.twitter.com/sdcwa


 
 
 
 
 

Thank you! 
 

 
 
 
 

Contact: 
Michele Shumate 

mshumate@sdcwa.org 
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Conclusion 
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