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summer on record”
NOAA, September 8, 2011

“U.S. endures
second hottest
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We felt this...

“June off to wild start with
tornadoes, hail, rain in
Sacramento region”

Sacramento Bee, June 2, 2011



The Situation

o Typically hot, dry climate and long summer
e Surrounded by two beautiful rivers
 Recent wet winters and cool summers

 Water is relatively
Inexpensive




Opportunities

Focus on outdoor water efficiency:

Adjust schedule according to season
Reduce watering to prevent runoff

Use low water-use plants in yard
Replace lawn with low water-use plants
Check irrigation system for leaks monthly
Fix irrigation problems monthly













Back to Be Water Smart

Ambassadors Thumbs Up Take the Pledge Blue Thumb Blog

Welcome to the site that celebrates Sacramento-area residents who have earned their Blue Thumb. From
stopping runoff to using a shut-off nozzle on their hase, they've made a personal pledge to use water
efficiently—and happen to have a beautiful yard or garden to show for it.

They understand that most water use occurs outdoors, and that's where our largest opportunity to be efficient
Starring Mayor Kevin Johnson, Elissa Lynn, Dinger occurs. With the Sacramento region's hot, dry climate and long summer season, more than 65 percent of a
and Chris of the Sacramento River Cats and six household's yearly water consumption typically goes toward landscape irrigation. Of that, 30 percent is lost due
other local folks who have earned their Blue Thumb. to overwatering or evaporation.

If you crunch the numbers, the potential for savings is huge. By using water efficiently and eliminating water

waste outdoors, Sacramento-area residents could collectively save almast 115,000 acre feet of water per year!

That's enough water to meet the drinking
water needs of more than 135,000 families x 1 35,000

for a year

Or__tofill nearly 1.5 million back yard x1.5 MILLION

swimming pools




Back to Be Water Smart

Home Ambassadors ThumbsUp T Blue Thumb Blog

It's easy to earn your Blue Thumb. You don't have to rip out your entire lawn and replace it with low-water use
plants {though we wouldn't cry if you did). There are lots of every-day things you can do to use water efficiently
outdoors.

To earn your Blue Thumb, check out the list and pledge to complete at least five actions by clicking the
checkboxes. Then, fill out the form that appears and we'll send your prize.

My Pledge

[ Reduce each imigation cycle by 2 minutes (five stations - watering three times weekly) / Save 80
gallons per day

[C] Plant low-water use frees and plants / Save 30 to 20 gallons per day - per 1000 square feet

[C] Water your yard early in the morming or later at night/ Save 50 gallons each time you water

[C] Add 2-3 inches of mulch around frees and plants to reduce evaporation | Save 20 gallons each time
you water per 1000 square feet

[T Quickly repair leaks and broken sprinkler heads / Save 20 gallons per day per leak

[T Install a water-efficient drip irigation system for your trees

Take the Blue Thumb pledge and complete the
form to receive:

[T shrubs and flowers / Save 15 gallons each time you water

[C] Use a broom instead of a hose to clean driveways - sidewalks and patios | Save 5 gallons per minute

[C] Use an auto shut-off nozzle on your hose / Save 5 gallons per minute

[C] Adjust sprinklers to prevent averspray and runoff (this also prevents washing fertilizers and pesticides
into the storm drain - which leads directly to our creeks - streams and rivers) / Save 40 gallons each
time you water

Blue Thumb garden gloves




City of Sacramento Department of Utilities
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« Tips for Summer Water Savings
- 2011 Water Supply Update

« Water Conservation Poster
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Related Sites

Earn great prizes like River Cats Tickets*
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Contact Us

Find Us on Facebook

Call Now

(866) 649 2400
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KOCRA .com

THE NEWS COMES FIRST

SEARCH Ganrch

Hot Topics: gin Laden Coverage | Movie Reviews
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Landscape Experts Offer
Mom's Day Ideas

\ .-r Headlines
& Your
Fennil O Phane

Enter Ema

Landscaps experts offer tps fior a Tash, gresn lawn and other landscaping
ideas for Mother's Day.
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NEWSWATCH I

Sacramento-Area Residents Honored
as Blue Thumb Ambassadors

The Regional Water Author-
ity and local water p
launched their 2011 Blue
Thumb Pledge Drive by honor-
ing 11 Sacramento-area resi-
dents and o rations as Blue
Thumb Ambassadors for their
dedication to landscape water
efhiciency.

Water providers and land-
scape advisors nominated neardy
40 individuals and organiza-
tions. Ultimately, 11 were

selected because of their passion
for using water wisely ourdoors

and their work as environmental

educators, resources for their neighbors and stewards of local water supplies.

iate the need for warer efficiency after such a wet
“Our Blue

d resource that shouldn be

“Sometimes it's difficult to ap
said Linda Hig s water efficiency program manage
Thumb Ambassadors understand that water is a lin
wasted no matter the short-term weather and water supply conditions. They also
know firsthand that beautiful landscaping and water efficiency go hand-in-hand.”
Blue Thumb honorees range from landscape experts and contractors to a hom-

eowners association and p.lrL district, and stretch from Rocklin to Sacramento to El
Dorado. Read their stories on the Blue Thumb website at BeWaterSmart.info.

Partnership Hosts Blue Thumb Blog

The term “Green Thumb” is used to describe someonc with a narural skill for
pardening. Now there’s 2 new resource for pardeners to help them de
Thumb™ — a talent for creat-
ing a beauriful, water-efficient
landscape.

In the new Blue T L
blog, landscape and irrgation
experts Cheryl Buckwalter of
Landscape Liaisons and Vicky
Bartish of Ecolandscape Cali-
fornia share their personal and
pro nal i
questions on landscaping and

;_‘JTI.\' AN ANSWET

watering submitted by readers.
The blog at bewat art.
info/blue-thumb/blog is hosted
by the Regional Water Author-
ity in partnership with local )
¥ un partnessivg os umb biog

Wwatcr p H:l'n':.l.:.\.'.'k
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Back to Be Water Smart
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SMART

Regional Water Authority

Home Ambassadors Thumbs Up Take the Pledge Elue Thumb

Send us your most vexing questions about landscaping and watering, as well as your photos and
video. We welcome all of it here at the Blue Thumb blog, where Cheryl and Vicky share their
personal and professional approach to creating and maintaining beautiful landscapes that also
happen to use less water.

m- -
n

Today my fellow blogger Cheryl and | had the distinct pleasure of doing a radio interview with Dave
Diamond of Salem Radio's *“Community Today® public affairs program. Although we have done other radio
and television interviews for the Blue __.

| knew a woman who had a greenhouse window in her m
a tiny dish of water tucked discretely among them. When

Writing this blog is a great learming experience— seeing 1§ :
water-efiicient gardens, irrigation systems, and water conf i
from gardeners of all levels and are happy .. »

We recently heard from the owner of a naughty five year {
likes to chew on (operating) sprinkler heads—NO! NO!Fi

dental work these days, .

They're here to help you develop a "Blue
Thumb®~the skill and talent for creating a beautiful,
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Partnerships:
i i i Water Awareness Month

WaterSense labeled bathroom sink faucets and aerators

Mulch
Adding 2 rganic mulch
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How to save water outdoors

Adjust sprinkle
is watered [n
and fix broken

lacing part of your kawn
ient plants and

BeWaterSmartinfe.

'Slave OurWATER en

Save Our Water is a stafewid fesi 'tohﬁacdlh'mnmml\mk E(ﬂ
ﬂnwcymuuwwuhrwqyduy%hn.wﬂhhmlmhrugﬂmumndﬂum

Our Water aims fo make water conservation a way of life, just like recyding and conserving

energy. Learn more ways fo save af saveourh2e.org. b

bewatersmart.info

saveourH20.0rg

Sponsored by Save Our Water and the Reglonal Water Authority March 2011

Partnerships:
Sacramento River Cats

How to save water outdoors

8 proy

a free waterwise house call. You can

Save Our Water is a ide public ed: help Californians rethink
IhewuymuawwuhrwaryduyWmhngwnhbculmu%‘annuswwndhm,&w
Our Water aims to make water conservation a way of life, just like recyding and conserving
energy. Learn more ways Io save af suveourh2o.0rg.
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Sponsored by Save Our Water and the Regional Water Authority March 2011

bewatersmart.info

saveourH20.0rg
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ECEE Blue Thumb Tip #1)

Plant beautiful low-wateruse Y
flowers and plants. Remember
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Choose the actions you'll take to use water
efficiently outdoors.

1 Reduce each irrigation cycle by 2 minutes

2 Plant low-water use trees and plants

3 Water your yard early in the morning or later at night

4 Add 2-3 inches of mulch around trees and plants to reduce evaporation

5 Quickly repair leaks and broken sprinkler heads

6 Install a drip irrigation system for your trees, shrubs and flowers

7 Use a broom instead of a hose to clean driveways, sidewalks and patios

8 Use an automatic shut-off nozzle on your hose

9 Adjust sprinklers to prevent overspray and runoff




Preliminary Results

 Media exposure

 Web site visitors

 Impressions and added value
 Pledges and estimated water savings
e Other




Questions?




Thank You!

Linda Yager, Manager
Regional Water Efficiency Program
lyager@rwah20.orqg
O: (916) 967-7625
Christine Kohn, Outreach Consultant
ckohn@INcommunications.biz

O: (916) 944-1631
C: (916) 548-8988



mailto:lyager@rwah2o.org
mailto:ckohn@INcommunications.biz
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