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Water Use Restrictions Facing 
Landscape Professionals 
• Municipal Drought Responses 
• Green Building Codes 
• LEED (Leadership in Energy 

and Environmental Design) 
• EPA WaterSense 
• Sustainable Sites Initiative 



This Affects Our Industry . . .  
• Water Conservation Here to 

Stay 
• Urban Water Use is an Easy 

Political Target 
• Using Water Budgets Will 

Make a Difference in the 
Market Place 

• Certification = Validation 
• If Not Us - Then Who? 



 
• A budget is generally a list of all planned expenses and 

revenues. It is a plan for saving and spending. 
• A water budget is a plan for managing water use and saving.  

– Tracks planned water use versus actual  
water use. 

– A water budget helps manage costs  
and improves site maintenance and efficiency. 

 
 

 
 

 

What is a Water Budget  



• Calculate Site’s Water Needs 
– Need site acreage 
– Use formula to estimate water requirement 

• Compare Water Usage to Budget – Water Meter Readings 
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Water Usage vs. Allocation 

Water Usage CCF

Using A Water Budget  



• Means - Upper Limit of Annual Water Use Allowed 
• Sets – A Not to exceed Goal 
• Creates - Process to Quantify and Adjust 

 

Et x Et Adjustment Factor x Landscape Area x .62 
Where: 

• Et = Evapotranspiration (transpiration + evaporation) 
•  Et Adjustment Factor set @ 70% of Et  
• Landscaped Area in Square Feet  
• .62 = Conversion to Gallons 

Maximum Applied Water Amount 



Et x Plant Type x Landscape Area x .62 
Where: 

• Et = Evapotranspiration (transpiration + evaporation) 
• Plant Type = High (1-.8), Moderate (.8-.6), Low (.5-.4), 

Very Low (.4 and less) Water Needs  
• Landscaped Area = Square Footage size  
• .62 = Conversion to Gallons 

 

Water Budget Calculation 



CLCA’s Water Management Certification Program helps meet 
WELO, CGBC, LEED, WaterSense and other Sustainability 
requirements using advanced irrigation techniques, technology 
and a water budget. 
 
It is the only PERFORMANCE known based program. 





 
  

Water  
Budgeting 
Examples  

 
A water saving tool 

 
 The California Landscape Contractors Association 

















• Water costs are increasing 
• Water restrictions are here to stay 
• Water budgets, allocations and tiered rates are the future 
• Check and track quantities of water and patterns of use 
• Use the info to identify potential problems 
• Staying within budget and controlling costs: 

– Sells site improvements/modifications to minimize hard 
to irrigate areas and improve efficiency 

– Leads to installing water efficient irrigation technologies 

Summary  
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