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Albuquerque and the Hahn Arroyo’s 
Past  
 As Albuquerque grew, its 

arroyos were engineered to 
fit its subdivision street 
layouts  
 Meanders were straightened  
 Floodplains were narrowed  
 Channels were lined in 

concrete 
 Adjacent service roads were 

built 
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Enter…… a New Era  
 The environment becomes a more central theme 
 In arid lands water conservation takes on a new 

importance 
 EPA standards demand stormwater quality be 

addressed (MS4) 
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The Whole Systems Approach   
 Integration of Environment/Land Use/Infrastructure 

is essential to economic and social vitality 
 Transportation linkages make public lands more 

accessible to residents   
 Dual use facilities reduce costs and educate the public 
 Making public lands wildlife oriented creates  

healthier environments. 
 A water crisis is upon us…conserving water is 

important! 
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Concepts that shaped the Hahn 
Arroyo Project  
 Protection of existing landscape 
 Natural stormwater as model  
 Recreation / linear parks 
 Water harvesting (LID) 
 Use of cisterns (LID) 
 Permeable pavements 
 Employing stormwater quality devices (LID) 
 Linkages …. 
 Use of recycled materials  
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Landscape Protection  
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Natural Stormwater Systems as the 
Model  
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Recreation / Linear Parks 
 
 Open Space for Hiking / Biking 
 Shade and Space for Relaxation 
 Picnicking 
 Observing Nature 
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Water Harvesting (LID) 
 Swales and Check Dams  
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Water Harvesting (LID) 
 Collection Ponds  
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Use of Cisterns (LID) 
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Permeable Pavement 
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Stormwater Quality Devices  
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Linkages 
  Transportation 
 Land Use   
 Habitat 
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Hahn Project Goals  
 Multi-Use Flood Corridor  

 Flood Control / Water Quality  
 Water / Material Conservation 
 Recreation 
 Education 
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Land Use  
 Residential Neighborhoods 
 Major Street Crossings 
 Major City Park at Westside of Site 
 Commercial Area Nearby 
 Civic Buildings on Corridor    
 Nearby Schools  
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Flood Control / Water Quality   
 Carrying Capacity  

 200 Year Storm Event 
 Between 1,600 cfs at the San Pedro Bridge and 2,000 cfs 

at the Comanche Bridge  
 Channel Geometry Curvilinear 
 Trickle Flows from Wells 
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Flood Control / Water Quality   
 In-Channel Water Quality Devices   
 Off-Channel Stormwater Quality Devices with 

Secondary Treatment 
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Concepts 



Master Plan 
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Concepts  
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Concepts  
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Water / Material Conservation  
 Water Harvesting Devices 

 Cisterns and Passive Irrigation   
 Landscape Swales with Check Dams 
 Retention Ponds in Landscape 
 Wildlife Drinkers 
 Contouring   
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Water / Material Conservation  
 Spoils Re-use 

 Concrete  
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Recreation, Aesthetics and 
Landscape  
 Trails  
 Median Refuges 
 Interpretive & Directional Signage 
 Artwork 
 Native Landscaping  
 Pigmented Channel 
 Plazas  
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