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Council Background

 Created in 1991 in response to CA drought
 Regulatory initiative by State Water 

Resources Control Board
 Environmental organizations and water 

suppliers entered into agreement
 “Memorandum of Understanding Regarding 

Water Conservation in California” (MOU)
 List of water conservation Best Management 

Practices (BMPs)



BMP Revisions

 1997:
– BMPs were revised from 16 to 14 BMPs
– Created 10-year program goals

 2008:
– End of ten year timeframe (1998-2008)
– Incorporated new technologies and water efficiency 

practices
– BMPs grouped by topic; revised from 14 to 5 BMPs



Foundational BMPs 

 BMP 1 Utility Operations
– BMP 1.1 Operations Practices

 BMP 1.1.1. Conservation Coordinator (formerly BMP 12)
 BMP 1.1.2. Water Waste Prevention (formerly BMP 13)
 BMP 1.1.3. Wholesale Agency Assistance (formerly BMP 10)

– BMP 1.2. Water Loss Control (formerly BMP 3)
– BMP 1.3. Metering with Commodity Rates (formerly BMP 4)
– BMP 1.4. Retail Conservation Pricing (formerly BMP 11)

 BMP 2 Educational
– BMP 2.1. Public Information (formerly BMP 7)
– BMP 2.2. School Education (formerly BMP 8)



Programmatic BMPs

 BMP 3 Residential
– BMP 3.1. Residential Assistance (formerly BMPs 1 & 2)
– BMP 3.2. Landscape Water Survey (formerly BMP 1)
– BMP 3.4. High-Efficiency Clothes Washers 

(formerly BMP 6)
– BMP 3.4. Water Sense Standard (WSS) Toilets 

(formerly BMP 14)
– BMP 3.5. Water Sense Standard (WSS) for New 

Residential Development (new)

 BMP 4 Commercial Industrial Institutional (CII)
(formerly BMP 9)

 BMP 5 Landscape



BMP Compliance Alternatives

1. Traditional BMP implementation 
as written in the MOU 

2. Flex Track measures which 
achieve equal or greater water 
savings than BMP program 
implementation 

Three methods to receive credit for BMP water 
conservation programs:

3. Gallons Per Capita per Day (GPCD) water use 
reduction over 10-year period



Traditional BMPs

 “Widgets” based
 Agencies accomplish specific measures
 Example:

BMP 3.1. Residential assistance program
– Provide assistance to average of 1.5% per year of 

current single family accounts and 1.5% per year 
of current multi-family units



Flex Track Approach

 Water savings equal to or greater than BMP 
measure water savings

 Flex Track Menu 
 Allows agencies to implement the right 

programs for their service area
 Only applies to Programmatic BMPs

(Residential, CII, Landscape)



GPCD Approach

 Overall water savings:
– BMP list 
– Flex Track Menu 
– Foundational BMPs 

 In line with statewide 20X2020 water savings 
targets



BMP Reporting System Update

 Water suppliers agree to submit online 
reports on water conservation programs

 MOU revision necessitated new report forms
 Legacy system needed standardization
 Opportunity for improved data consistency 

(e.g. AWWA Water Loss Model)
 Integrated other state and federal agency 

data needs 



Database Advisory Committee

 Comprised of local, state, federal interests
– Council members (water agencies, environmental 

groups, other interested parties)
– CA Department of Water Resources
– U.S. Bureau of Reclamation
– CA Public Utilities Commission

 Analyzed the new MOU requirements
 Designed the best way to capture data 

necessary to meet needs of all parties 



AB 1420

 Eligibility for urban water management grants 
or loans from:
– CA Dept of Water Resource
– State Water Resources Control Board
– CA Bay-Delta Authority 

 Dependent upon agencies meeting the BMP 
standards





DWR: Database Functionality 

 View status of input forms and DWR review 
 Print individual input forms or entire reports
 Status checkboxes to indicate DWR report review 
 Notification e-mails sent upon DWR report review 
 User account and submitted report management 
 Queries and sub-queries to determine 

– Which agencies have not submitted data 
– Reports not checked by DWR

 AB 1420 Compliance reports



AB 1420 Database Reports

PLACEHOLDER



SBx7-7

 Legislated goal of reducing per capita urban 
water use by 20% by December 31, 2020 

 DWR, in consultation with CUWCC, tasked to 
develop technical methodologies and criteria

 In process of developing GPCD target 
methodology #4



GPCD Model

Placeholder



U.S. Bureau of Reclamation

 Central Valley Project Improvement Act of 1992
– Applies to both Agriculture and Urban water service 

contractors
– Requires Water Management Plans that meet Water 

Conservation and Efficiency Criteria
 Urban water contractors file annual updates to 

their WMPs via the Council’s reporting website



USBR: Database Functionality 

 View status of input forms and USBR review 
 Print individual input forms or entire reports
 Status checkboxes to indicate report review by area 

offices and regional office
 Notification e-mails sent upon USBR report review 
 User account and submitted report management 
 Queries and sub-queries to determine 

– Which contractors have not submitted data 
– Reports not reviewed by USBR



USBR Database Reports

PLACEHOLDER



CPUC

 CPUC staff participated in the Database 
Advisory Committee

 CPUC and CUWCC in discussions to 
incorporate CPUC data needs into the new 
BMP reporting system



Summary

 Multiple reporting options expand agency flexibility in 
tracking water conservation programs

 New reporting system developed with input from 
Council members, local, state and federal agencies

 Agencies spend less time filing reports and can meet 
the requirements of multiple agencies at one time 

 California assisted in meeting broader water 
conservation goals



Questions?

For additional information:

Beth Ernsberger
(916) 552-5885 x14

beth@cuwcc.org
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