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3. NOFA Standards for Organic Land Care (OLC) 
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– 2009 standards (4th edition)

– 2011 standards (5th edition), draft Water Section

4. NOFA OLC accreditation

– OLC and Organic Lawn and Turf courses

5. Additional information 



Why Organic Land & Lawn Care?
• Conventional landscapes: water-intensive

– Resource intensive: water, chemicals, energy
– Difficult and costly to maintain
– Pollution, health risks to humans and wildlife
– A constant war battling Nature

• Excessive watering, disease, “Your lawn on drugs”

• Organic: water-thrifty
– Thrive on natural rainfall and local climate conditions

• Native and noninvasive turf and plants
– Build healthy soil systems–moisture retention, plant vitality
– Support natural drainage and infiltration of stormwater
– Protect water quality–no synthetic fertilizers and chemicals
– Promotes very local food production

• Reduced energy requirements = reduced embedded water in energy



‘The Little League ball field that we manage was 
irrigated only 3 times during the summer of 2009. 
By following NOFA’s organic land care principles 
and watering only when needed, we realized not 
only water savings, but also reduced maintenance 
time and costs.’ 

–Professional lawn and turf manager, 
Westchester County, NY

‘Organic soil has about 20% better moisture 
retention than conventional soil (treated with 
synthetic chemicals).’ 



“Water Savings. Tests show that most 
home gardeners use less than half of the 
water agricultural production needs to 
produce a crop. Drip irrigation saves even 
more. And unlike in agriculture, fields 
aren’t flooded and huge vats of water 
aren’t needed to cool down the harvest.” 

–Rosalind Creasy, 
EDIBLE LANDSCAPING: 2nd Edition
(Dec. 2010)



Source: 
“Create an Edible Landscape, Beautify your yard and save money, energy and water by 
designing a multifunctional landscape that incorporates plenty of edibles.”
By Rosalind Creasy, Mother Earth News, Oct/Nov. 2010.
http://www.motherearthnews.com/organic-gardening/edible-landscape-z10m0sto.aspx

http://www.motherearthnews.com/organic-gardening/edible-landscape-z10m0sto.aspx�


New England’s fast-
growing organic food and 

local farm movement is 
also spawning consumer 

demand for organic lawns 
and landscapes.

Photo (right): The Boston Globe, Aug. 2, 2010. 

Northeast Organic Farmers Association (NOFA)



“Be Green Organic Yards Program,” New York 
State Dept. of Environmental Conservation (DEC)
• Voluntary training and certification program, min. 8-hour class
• Products and practices that cannot be used:

– Synthetic herbicides, insecticides, insect growth regulators, 
fungicides, rodenticides or molluscides

– Products that contain synthetic synergists, inert ingredients on 
EPA’s List 1, Inert Ingredients of Toxicological Concern

– Arsenical pesticides
– Nicotine
– Rotenen
– Soil fumigants
– Seeds or plant material from genetically modified (GM) 

organisms
– Synthetic fertilizers or fertilizers derived from sludge 
– Exceptions: USDA’s National Organic Program limited list of 

synthetic products



OLC Core Principles:
1. Reject the use of all 

artificial and synthetic 
chemicals, pesticides, 
herbicides, fertilizers, 
and GMOs. Only organic 
or natural materials may 
be used.
• Soap, oil extracts, 

microbes, compost

• Exception: disease risks

2. Build healthy soil.

3. Increase plant diversity 
and health.

4. Whole system, cultural 
practices approach



NOFA Standards for Organic Land Care
4th Edition, April 2009

• Principles and procedures
• Site analysis, design and management 
• Air
• Water
• Soil health
• Planning and plant care
• Lawn and lawn alternatives
• Appropriate plant choice
• Weeds
• Mulches
• Pest management
• Disease control
• Wildlife management
• Disposal guidelines for garden renovation projects



~ Highlights ~
DRAFT Revised OLC Standards for WATER  

5th Ed., 2011

• VALUES – Conservation of water quantity and quality

• PREFERRED – ‘Right plant, right place’ natives and adaptives; 
organic soil, nutrition and pest control

• ALLOWED – Irrigation as needed, but not on a regular basis (e.g., 
lawns); minimization of plastics 

• PROHIBITED – Run-off; ornamental water features; excessive 
rainwater storage; synthetic turf and plastic mulch 



NOFA OLC Accreditation Program



5-day Organic Land 
Care (OLC) Course

1-day Organic Lawn 
& Turf Course

Source: NOFA, http://www.organiclandcare.net/education/lawnandturf



NOFA OLC Accreditation Requirements

•Take the NOFA OLC 5-day Accreditation Course in organic 
landscaping

•Pass the Accreditation Exam

•Pledge to provide organic land care according to the NOFA 
Standards for Organic Land Care

•Maintain continuing education by attending a minimum of 4 
credit-hours of organic landscaping education annually.

•Pay an annual fee ($100) to support the work of the OLC 
program



Additional Information 

• NOFA Organic Land Care Course, 
http://www.organiclandcare.net/

• “Be Green Organic Yards Program,” New York 
State Dept. of Environmental Conservation 
(DEC), 
http://www.dec.ny.gov/public/65071.html

• Safe Lawns Foundation, 
http://www.safelawns.org/

http://www.organiclandcare.net/�
http://www.dec.ny.gov/public/65071.html�
http://www.safelawns.org/�
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