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ANSI Standards
• What is an ANSI standard?
 American National Standards Institute

 Private, not-for-profit organization

 “…promoting and facilitating voluntary consensus 

standards and ensuring their integrity”

 ANSI is not a standards developer

 Standards are not the law until legislated or adopted into 
code or regulation

 Many standards are not ANSI standards



“Green Building” ANSI Standards
• Green Globes-Green Building Initiative (GBI): 

1) “GBI Proposed American National Standard 01-200XP: Green Building Assessment 
Protocol for Commercial Buildings” (comm’l & residential above 3 stories)

• American Society of Heating, Refrigerating and Air-
Conditioning Engineers (ASHRAE):

2) “Standard SS189.1, Standard for the Design of High-Performance Green Buildings 
Except Low-Rise Residential Buildings”  (comm’l & residential above 3 stories)

3) “(Proposed) Standard 191 for the Efficient Use of Water in Building, Site, and 
Mechanical Systems” 

• Co-sponsors: ASHRAE - USGBC - ASPE - AWWA

• International Code Council - NAHB
4) ICC 700-2008 “National Green Building Standard” 

• Co-sponsors:  National Association of Home Builders - International Code Council
• For homes & lodging: single & multi-family, hotels & motels, new constr & remodeling



“Green Building” Guidelines

• Numerous national green building GUIDELINES…
• USGBC LEED Program: “LEED 2009”
• U.S. EPA WaterSenseSM for New Homes
• CHPS - Collaborative for High Performance Schools
• GGHC - Green Guide for Health Care™

• Built Green™

• Florida Water StarSM

• Environments for Living® (Masco) 
• Build-it-Green™











Key points…

Many national standards...many national codes
ALL are written in “code adoptable” language
ALL are different!
All or a part of each can be adopted into local 

ordinances

Proliferation of other “local” and “regional” 
guidelines and codes…
Confuses the public and industry 
Leads to less-than-optimum requirements
Wastes resources - time and money



Plan of Action… 
(for water-efficiency practitioners & advocates)

There is more to “green” life than toilets and 
urinals!

Become familiar with the provisions of the 
standards and codes

Encourage your local authorities to incorporate 
or reference existing national standards/codes…
…either all or in part
…instead of developing their own codes and 

guidelines without recognizing work already done!



Internet Resources
• www.allianceforwaterefficiency.org
• www.cuwcc.org/resource-center/resource-center.aspx
• www.cuwcc.org/maptesting.aspx
• www.epa.gov/watersense/   (WaterSense)

• www.environmentsforliving.com/

• www.floridawaterstar.com/
• www.nahb.org/publication_details.aspx?publicationID=3887&sectionID=154 (NAHB)

• www.epa.gov/owm/water-efficiency/docs/matrix508.pdf

• www.fishnick.com  (FSTC-Food Service Technology Center)

• www.usgbc.org/DisplayPage.aspx?CategoryID=19 (LEED)
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