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AWE Web Site
 “Resource Library” of detailed conservation 

information on programs, products, and 
practices

 From July 2009 to July 2010:
 686,431 unique visits
 7,844,515 hits
 148,072 files downloaded 

 Discussion Forum
 Legislative Watch Page
 State and Province Information Pages





What is Being Asked
1. State plumbing efficiency standards?
2. State conservation plans?
3. Mandatory conservation planning for water 

supply systems?
4. Mandatory conservation implementation for 

water supply systems?
5. Ability to use SRF funds for conservation 

programs?
6. Case examples from within the state?
7. Any published reports on conservation within 

the state?



Since January, 2009
 Stimulus funding for green project reserve
 New Executive Order
 Climate change bills
 Water efficiency in 30 pending House and 

Senate Bills
 Even the Senate Majority Leader filed 2

water efficiency bills!
 $ for water efficiency for the first time, 

although very modest compared with 
energy



9 Main Topic Areas
1. American Recovery and Re-investment Act 

(ARRA)
2. 2009 Executive Order
3. WaterSense Program authorization
4. Water Efficiency Research
5. Consumer and  Business Tax Credits
6. Commercial Facility retrofits
7. Climate Change
8. Green Infrastructure for Clean Water
9. Consumer incentives



ARRA
 AWE Green Jobs Analysis (2008)
 $10 Billion yields 150,000-220,000 jobs
 Economic Benefit multiplier of 1.3 to 1.5

 Stimulus Package Funding (2009)
 $787 Billion overall
 $6 Billion for water and wastewater
 20% “green project” set-aside
 20% must be for water efficiency, energy 

efficiency, and storm water management



New Executive Order
 Signed October 5, 2009
 Sets sustainability goals for federal 

agencies
 Requires a “Senior Sustainability Officer” 

in every agency to be held accountable to 
CEQ Chair and OMB Director

 Requires 2020 greenhouse gas emissions 
reduction target set within 90 days

 WATER EFFICIENCY:  26% reduction in 
water use required by 2020 (2% annually)



WaterSense 
 Congressional authorization needed for 

separate budgeting
 Current EPA funding: $2.5 million per year
 Congressional Hearing March 30, 2009
 New annual funding levels proposed:

o S. 1005:  $5 million in 2010, to max of 
$10 million by 2014

o S. 1712, H.R. 2368: $7.5 million in 
2010, to max of $50 million in 2013



Water Efficiency Research
 EPA Office of Research and Development 

not historically interested in water efficiency
 Specific  congressional mandate
 H.R. 631 passed in early 2009
 $100 million over 5 years

 Senate version is in Section 302 of S.1005
 $200 million over 5 years 
 Not all the money is for water efficiency



Tax Credits and Bonds
Reid Bill S. 1711
 50% tax credit (up to $750 max) for 

WaterSense products, or landscaping 
reducing water use by 50%

 $1,500 contractor tax credit for each 
WaterSense New Home

 Adding “water” to $4 billion in energy 
conservation bonds: 
o30% reduction in public facilities
oAdvanced AMR and billing
oReducing water loss



Commercial Facility Retrofit
 REEP – Retrofit for Energy and 

Environmental Performance
 $24 per 1,000 gallons/year of potable water 

savings of 40% or more;
 $27 per 1,000 gallons/year of potable water 

savings of 50% or more
 $30 per 1,000 gallons/year of potable water 

savings of 60% or more 



Climate Bills
 H.R. 2454 (Waxman-Markey) passed by 

Congress in June, 2009
 S. 1733 (Boxer-Kerry) proposed 9/30
 Incorporates S. 1712 provisions:

 Authorizes EPA's WaterSense program
 Directs Federal agencies to purchase WaterSense 

or Federal Energy Management Program certified 
products

 Authorizes grants to eligible entities for incentive 
programs to consumers who purchase and install 
water-efficient products 



Green Infrastructure 
 H.R. 4202 (Edwards) introduced 

12/3/2009
 Establishes centers of excellence for 

green infrastructure throughout the 
United States in a competitive grant 
process

 Creates within the EPA’s Office of Water 
a green infrastructure program to 
coordinate, promote and integrate green 
infrastructure into permitting programs



Consumer Incentives
 WaterSense indoor and outdoor measures, 

New Homes
 Incentive funds allocated to states by 

population formula 
 S. 1712:   $700 million over 5 years
 H.R. 2368:  $450 million over 5 years
 NOTE:  H.R. 2368 amended into H.R. 2454 

(House Climate bill) and passed in June, 
2009



Home Star Proposal
 S. 363 “Clean Energy Jobs and Oil 

Accountability Act of 2010”
 Next “jobs/incentives” legislation
 $500 Billion for energy ,$100 million for 

water
 May move in the last days of Congress 

after elections
 Senator Reid committed to bringing bill to 

floor



Home Star Water Provisions
 Silver Star water provisions:

 50% rebate on WaterSense products
 Indoor as well as outdoor products
 50% of installation costs would be covered
 Maximum of $150 per WaterSense product, 

total rebates not to exceed $750
 Maximum of $300 per installation, total 

services not to exceed $1500 

 Gold Star water provisions:
 $500 rebate for 20% reduction in potable water 

use



Legislative Strategy
 Paintball approach
 We had hoped for something to pass in this 

Congress
 Water and energy efficiency getting 

intertwined at last
 Energy Efficiency, Carbon credits and 

climate change 
 WaterSense getting Congressional interest
 WATER Coalition closely working with 

Congress
 Legislative Watch Page on www.a4we.org



AWE Legislative Watch



States with Legislation
GEORGIA
 Standards for toilets, faucets, urinals, cooling towers
 Standardized water loss reporting by water utilities
 Full metering of multi-family, commercial and 

industrial construction
 statewide outdoor watering schedule
 Revised State Implementation Plan

CALIFORNIA
 Standards for toilets, faucets, urinals 
 20% reduction in urban water use by 2020 

TEXAS
 Standards for toilets, faucets, urinals 



Other New Developments
 Dept of Interior Water SMART Initiative on 

sustainability
 Wisconsin draft Water Conservation and 

Efficiency Rule under Great Lakes 
Compact

 Great Lakes Rates Project (Handbook and 
workshops)

 Energy and Water nexus research
 Plumbing Efficiency Research Coalition 

and study on drain line carry
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