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Office of Sustainability and the Environment

Office of Sustainability and 
the Environment’s Goal:
• Reduce Santa Monica's water 
consumption to a sustainable level.
• Eliminate domestic water as a 
source of environmental pollution
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Water 
Conservation
Ordinances
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• No ponding anywhere on property 

• No Watering between 10AM & 4PM

• No hosing of hardscape

• No runoff 

• No leaks
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Enforcement
Program
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The City of Santa Monica’s 
Green Building Ordinance

effective May 23, 2008 
SMMC 8.108 Sub-Part B 

Landscape and Irrigation 
requirements
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HIGHLIGHTS
• Requires water-efficient ir r igation systems

• Requires specific design and installation 
components

• Promotes climate appropr iate plants

• L imits high water using plants including tur f

• Eliminates ir r igation runoff

Landscape & Water Conservation
SMMC 8.108.060 SUBPART B
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The Green Building Ordinance intended to parallel existing green building 
standards in the United States Green Building Council’s LEED rating system.

In the LEED system credit, Sustainable Sites, Stormwater Design, points are 
awarded for improving stormwater discharge quality and for reducing rate and 
quantity of stormwater flows.  This is achieved by reducing impervious cover, 
promoting water infiltration, capturing stormwater runoff, harvesting rainwater, 
sloping sidewalks toward landscaping, and planting native gardens. 

Under the Water Efficiency credits, reducing potable water consumption, using 
greywater or cistern water for landscaping, and reducing waste water effluent 
are other ways to garner points. For landscape water efficiency, the prescriptive 
measures of the GBO contribute towards the required percentage reductions 
specified in the LEED credits.

Finally, Innovation and Design points might be gained by the installation of 
subsurface flow irrigation systems, or water-conserving planting gels. While all 
of these actions are not necessarily required by the GBO, these actions may be 
taken as a result of increased compliance with the ordinance.  
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APPLICABILITY

• Landscape or ir r igation IS NOT REQUIRED 
for any proper ty under this ordinance.

• All NEW BUILDINGS

• MAJOR REMODELS

• Does not include histor ic buildings, where 
landscape is an essential par t of the aesthetic

Landscape & Water Conservation
SMMC 8.108.060 SUBPART B
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APPLICABILITY
• Any modification to an IRRIGATION SYSTEM must 

be in compliance with the GBO irrigation 
requirements 

• MODIFICATIONS TO EXISTING SYSTEMS, where 
50+% of the system is being altered = then the 
entire irrigation system must be brought into 
compliance with the GBO.

• If you are doing a retrofit, and modifying 50+%  of 
an EXISTING SYSTEM then you must go to B & S 
and get an irrigation permit. 

Landscape & Water Conservation
SMMC 8.108.060 SUBPART B
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APPLICABILITY 
CONTINUED

50+% modifications to 
existing systems 
would include the 
main line, lateral line, 
drip irrigation line, 
valves, sprayheads, 
and emitters. This 
would not include the 
replacement of a few 
broken sprayheads.

Landscape & Water Conservation
SMMC 8.108.060 SUBPART B
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APPLICABILITY

• Anti-siphon valves are the only backflow 
device that can be included in an ir r igation 
permit.  For all other backflow devices you 
must pull a separate plumbing permit. 

Landscape & Water Conservation
SMMC 8.108.060 SUBPART B
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Permit Process
New Construction/Major Remodels

1. Submit 2 sets of plans with building plans 
as part of combination permit.

Irrigation system/landscaping must be 
inspected and perform per plan before COO 
issued.

2. Submit 2 sets of plans after COO and get a 
plumbing  (irrigation) permit. Higher permit  
fees if pulled separately.

Landscape & Water Conservation
SMMC 8.108.060 SUBPART B
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Permit Process

New I r r igation or 50%+ Repair ONLY

Submit 2 sets of plans and get an 
ir r igation permit.

Landscape & Water Conservation
SMMC 8.108.060 SUBPART B
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Approval Process
3 to 6 weeks maximum

Landscape & Water Conservation
SMMC 8.108.060 SUBPART B

Inspection Process
1. Open trench inspection of pipes before 

cover ing.

2. Final compliance inspection – must run 
system, zero runoff permitted.
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REQUIREMENTS

• Must conform to the Guidelines for Design & 
Construction of Water Efficient Systems in the City of 
Santa Monica

• Turfgrass limited to 20% of total landscaped area

• Invasive plants not permitted from the California 
Invasive Plant Council list

• No sprinkler within 18” of hardscape, unless 
hardscape drains entirely to the landscape

• Irrigation systems can’t exceed .75”/hr precipitation 
rate

• Fountains, ponds, water features must be < 25 sq ft

Landscape & Water Conservation
SMMC 8.108.060 SUBPART B
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Guidelines for the 
Design &  Construction of 

Water -Efficient I r r igation Systems 
in the City of Santa Monica

Available on-line at 
www.sustainablesm.org/landscape
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Guidelines for Design &  Construction of Water Efficient Systems in the City of Santa Monica

• Multi-Outlet emitters are not allowed

• ¼ inch “spaghetti” tubing only allowed for containers

• Mulch and stakes are required for drip tubing 

• Compression couplings recommended for above grade 
installation ; Insert barbs for subsurface drip installation

• Drip (flow rates of 0.5-2.0 gph) required for plants 1 gallon or 
larger

• All drip irrigation systems must have a backflow device,               
a filter and a pressure regulator within the system

• Bubblers are approved for trees only; recommend RWS 

Landscape & Water Conservation
SMMC 8.108.060 SUBPART B
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Weather-based Controllers
(aka Smart Controllers)

Landscape & Water Conservation

SMMC 8.108.060 SUBPART B
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Backflow Devices must 
conform to SMMC 7.12.370 
Cross-Connection Prevention:

~ Reduced Pressure
~ Pressure Vacuum Breaker
~ Anti-siphon Valve
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Check Valves required for elevation 
changes of greater than 5 feet

Encourage designers to use drip 
irrigation and sprayheads with 
built-in check valves to prevent 

low head drainage 

Landscape & Water Conservation
SMMC 8.108.060 SUBPART B
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Parkway 
Landscaping

Policy
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TURFGRASS – listed in WUCOLS (see Region 3 for Santa 
Monica ).

Landscape & Water Conservation
SMMC 8.108.060 SUBPART B

annual bluegrass 
annual ryegrass 
Bermudagrass warm season colonial 
bentgrass cool season creeping 
bentgrass cool season 
hard fescue cool season 
highland bentgrass cool season 
Kentucky bluegrass cool season 
kikuyugrass warm season 
meadow fescue cool season 
perennial ryegrass 
red fescue cool season 
rough-stalked bluegrass cool 
seashore paspalum warm season 
St. Augustinegrass warm season 
tall fescue cool season 
zoysiagrass warm season 

http://www.owue.water.ca.gov/docs/wucols00.pdf�
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Invasive Species- listed in California Invasive Plant 
Council for the Southwest Region

Landscape & Water Conservation
SMMC 8.108.060 SUBPART B

What about…?

Radish?
Olives?
Licorice plant?
Purple Fountain Grass?
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Irrigation

≥ 18"
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PRECIPITATION RATE – the rate water is applied by an irrigation 
system in inches per hour. No more than .75”/hr.

Landscape & Water Conservation
SMMC 8.108.060 SUBPART B
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Rotary 
Nozzle            
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Landscape & Water Conservation
SMMC 8.108.060 SUBPART B
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2.0-10.0 gpm
(gallons per minute)

Currently only a few types of 
sprayhead irrigation devices that meet 

the new code:

Rotary Nozzles for sprayheads: 

MP Rotators, RainBird Rotary 
Nozzles, Toro Precision over 16 ft 

throw, K-Rain, Orbit

Rainbird XPCN (no overlap) however 
head-to-head coverage is required

Landscape & Water Conservation
SMMC 8.108.060 SUBPART B
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Drip
Grid
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Precipitation Rate Caution
for Grid Layout
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Water-Efficient Irrigation
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Why Drip Works:
~ No Overspray
~ No Runoff
~ No Blocked Spray
~ Fewer Weeds
~ Water Any time
~ Easier Adjustment
~ 85% - 95% Efficiency

Drip Irrigation Spray Irrigation
Plant-Specific Coverage Area Coverage
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Water Features
• Area less then 25 sq ft 

• No overspray or runoff

• No discharge to landscaping 

• Must have a recirculation system
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Plan Submittal Requirements

Landscape & Water Conservation
SMMC 8.108.060 SUBPART B

Plans Submittal Requirements
1. Compliance Form completely filled out, signed and 
dated.
2.  A detailed irrigation plan (include all parts, 
pressure regulators, valves, piping, heads, drip)
3.  A detailed landscape plan (include all plants, water 
use needs, size, areas being modified).
4.  A hydrozone plan (call-out each zone and indicate 
micro-climate, watering needs).
5.  A hydrozone matrix (visit  www.sustainablesm.org 
for an on-line form).
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Plan Submittal Requirements

Landscape & Water Conservation
SMMC 8.108.060 SUBPART B

Plans Submittal Requirements
1. Compliance Form completely filled out, signed and 
dated.
2.  A detailed irrigation plan (include all parts, 
pressure regulators, valves, piping, heads, drip)
3.  A detailed landscape plan (include all plants, water 
use needs, size, areas being modified).
4.  A hydrozone plan (call-out each zone and indicate 
micro-climate, watering needs).
5.  A hydrozone matrix (www.sustainablesm.org for an 
on-line form).
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Plans
• Landscape Plan
• Irrigation Plan
• Hydrozone Plan and matrix



Office of Sustainability and the Environment

Hydrozones 
Group plants by water ing needs and microclimate 

conditions

Irrigation systems are typically divided into several
zones based on one or more of the following:

~ Sun exposure
~ Type of plants
~ Type of irrigation 
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There are two inspections:
• Open-Trench

• Final
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Open-Trench Inspection Items:
• Backflow Device(s)
• Valves 
• Pressure Regulation
• Piping
• Watering Devices
• Water Features
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Final Inspection - Landscaping

• Turf matches plan (20% Rule)

• Invasive species check 

• Trees planted according to plan
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Final Inspection - Irrigation
• Hydrozones match plan
• Drip for plants ≥ one gallon
• Controller according to plan
• Run system for three minutes per zone

~ Valves function properly; no leaks
~ No overspray or runoff

• No drainage after shut-down
• Check water feature
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• Planning Depar tment reviewing landscape 
and ir r igation plans

• Building and Safety issues Single Trade 
ir r igation permits

• Building and Safety does underground and 
final inspections

• Code Compliance enforces the GBO

Landscape & Water Conservation
SMMC 8.108.060 SUBPART B
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New Landscape Grant Program:
• Any property within the City of Santa Monica 

• Project must include irrigation improvement

• Grant amount = Up to $5,000 per property

• Up to $3500 for irrigation upgrades

• Up to $1500 for climate appropriate plant
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Contact Russell Ackerman

(310) 458-8405

Russell.ackerman@smgov.net

www.sustainablesm.org/landscape
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