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Overview

How significant are the extractions taken by
commercial water bottlers?

e \/olumes of spring water, groundwater, and tap water
Environmental impacts
Local vs. corporate control of local water supplies

Infrastructure impacts on water utilities, ratepayers

Bottled water extraction battlegrounds (partial list)
e Great Lakes & Canada

e \West (Colorado & Calif.)

e New England (Maine & Massachusetts)




Defending Water for Life in Maine

+ |6 hitp:/ fwww.defendingwaterinmaine.org/

Maine Water Allies
How to Contact Us

+ POWWR (shapleigh, Newfield)
+» Save Our H20 (Kennebunk, Kennbunkport, Wells)
+ Rangeley Crossroads Coalition

Kennebunk/Wells All news stories « SOH20

MEW 9/3 Water ordinance to go to voters Nov. 3
Developing water regulations

Water District Bd votes to flush Nestlé contract

Gail Darrell on the Wells Vote (WEKNH, May 21)

Wise move on water by Wells selectmen

Wells activists push for water-extraction ban

Shapleigh/Newfield All news stories » POWWR

VIDEO Last Test Well Removed July 24

Earth Jurisprudence: Legal Rights for Gaia

State Bill LD-763 Withdrawn

On Mar. 14 Newfield votes to enact a similar Ordinance
Shapleigh votes to enacts a Rights-based Ordinance
Ordinance Petition IS constitutional (letter to ed.

Fryeburg All news stories

Enough water? Let's figure it out
Funding needed APPEAL FOR SUPPORT

Legal struggle Timeline
Water Waves Newsletter

Denmark All news stories
NEW "Can we trust Nestle to stop when asked?"
Lessons from a youthful activist

Citizens to fight permit renewal

Rangeley All news stories » RCC
Letters to the Editor of the Sun Journal

Tell Nestlé to stop taking over
community water resources!

Nestlé is looking to build new bottling facilities across the US. At
its annual meeting on April 23rd, Nestle will try to a responsibility for
its practices by trumpeting its greenwashing initia 5. Let CED Kim
Jeffery know we see through the ad campaigns and the
sponsorships.




"Community Bill of Rights™
Thomas Linzey on DN!

Bottling Giant and Malne
Residents Battle over Water
Video = Audio - Text
PBS News Hour

ml DISTRICT

{FFICE

The War For Malne Water
Has Just Begun

Grass Roots Activism
IN Maine
@ Nestlé/Poland Spring:

*Kennebunk/Wells
Shapleigh/Newfield
*Fryeburg

More

Source: http://www.defendingwaterinmaine.org




Nestie
! Waters

HNOHRTH AMERICA

Nestlé Waters North America
and Massachusetts




MA Basins: 79% Medium-High Flow Stress
160 rivers and streams suffer low flows

Massachusetts Basins: Flow Stress

Source: Massachusetts Dept. of Environmental Protection. www.mass.gov/dep/water/resources/stresmap.htm
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Massachusetts Basins: Flow Stress
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Existing bottled water extraction site (12)
+ Nestlé proposed extraction site (10); Others?




MA Water Withdrawal Rules:
Public Suppliers vs. Commercial Bottlers

e Extensive permitting process

e New or increased withdrawal permits subject to
conservation “rules”

e Maximum 65 rgpcd (combined SF and MF)
e Maximum 10% unaccounted-for water (UFW)




MA Water Withdrawal Rules:
Public Suppliers vs. Commercial Bottlers

¢ <100,000 gal/day: no permit required
e DEP: “We learn about them from the newspaper”

e >100,000 gal/day: permit required
e None denied to date

e MA Water Management Act: Safe Yield determination
can limit or deny

e Catch: state Is years late in making SY
determinations!




MA Water Withdrawal Rules:
Public Suppliers vs. Commercial Bottlers

e Public suppliers and residential users: water use
restrictions imposed.

e Commercial water bottlers: take as much water
and wherever you want.




Montague, MA:
1500-acre State Wildlife
Management Area

Sterling, MA: 600-acre
Wekepeke Reservation
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e State trout hatchery

>
e Home wells, small farms \ 2 (f“ o BJT

DEP Public Water Supplies Aquifers

Y Future source for Montague ® Community Ground Water Source j High Yield

@ Mon-Transient Non-Community Groundwater Source | Low Yield
Proposed Well Site [ Medium Yield
[0 Cemmunity Surface Water Source

* “No”: State constitution Article 97 n o e e

||m|tS private use Of state |and_ Map: Sterling Concerned Citizens.
http://www.sterlingcitizens.org/whats-happening.php




Putting a cap on the bottled water The Boston Globe
industry

Email | Print | Single Page | Text size = H

By Amy Vickers
July 7, 2008

OVER A half-billion dollars of Massachusetts' taxpayer money will be spent this
year on clean drinking water program loans to communities, yet Beacon Hill has
been strangely silent about - and invested not one penny in defense of - small-
and often low-income rural towns that stand alone against what many see as a
threat to their drinking water supplies: Swiss-based Nestlé Waters.




How Commercial Water Bottling Extractions
Operations Threaten Public Water Supplies

e | ocal authority to set limits Is superseded by state

e Maine: local ordinances facing aggressive legal
challenges by Nestlé (Poland Spring®)

e State permitting process typically weak, lacking
enforcement




How Commercial Water Bottling Extractions
Operations Threaten Public Water Supplies

e Withdrawals typically serve out of basin (and usually
state) drinking water demands-no return flows!

e “But these are only small volume extractions”
e Consumptive withdrawals can exceed recharge over time

e Highest quality water pumped and trucked away

e Private well owners impacted directly, small businesses and
farms

e \ulnerable ecosystems, fish, fauna and vertebrate at risk




How Commercial Water Bottling Extractions
Operations Threaten Public Water Supplies

e Hints of a few new local jobs overshadow evaluation
of long-term local utility and consumer costs as a
result of commercial extractions

e Municipalities and consumers will bear the financial
burden to find new sources farther away when local
supplies have been tapped out and depleted




Mass. H.B. 778: 2-year Moratorium on
New and Expanded Extractions

H.B. 778: A BILL THAT ESTABLISHES A TWO-YEAR MORATORIUM ON NEW AND
ANDED COMMERCIAL WATER E

OPERATIONS TN THE COMMOSWEALTI OF MASSACHUSETTs Complete state supply deficit
and safe yield assessments.
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What’s Needed to Protect Local Water
from Excessive Commercial Extractions

¢ | ocal and state rights to limit or deny
extractions
e Commercial extractions are a unigue consumptive use
e Public Trust Doctrine

e Coca Cola, Pepsi, Nestlé Waters, et al: unlimited flows
all the way to the bank?

e Protections for local supplies, natural flows?

e New policy: Prioritization of water uses
e Define our water priorities, essential vs. nonessential
e Sanitation and nature’s services-"Yes”
e Commercial bottling extractions, etc-"Limited” or “No”
e Model: drought trigger measures
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