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Water Efficiency Efforts Not on Track:

• Urban sector annual savings are expected to 
reach only 20% of the projected savings.

• For 9 out of the 14 best management 
practices, more than 50% of water agencies 
are not in compliance.

• Non-compliance rates are highest for BMPs 
that are expected to produce the most water 
savings.



New Water Supplies For California 
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The California Legislature codified energy 
efficiency as the top priority resource in 
2005, requiring that all utilities 

“first acquire all available energy efficiency 
and demand reduction resources that are 
cost effective, reliable, and feasible.”



The Legislature, the State Water Resources Control 
Board and the California Public Utilities Commission 
should adopt as policy that the state will: 

• First, decrease demand for water through 
improved efficiency as the preferred approach to 
addressing water supply reliability. 

• Second, meet additional supply needs with 
alternative sources, including water recycling, 
green infrastructure, and groundwater clean-up 
programs.

• Third, use traditional supply options.



The State should adopt policies and implement 
programs to operationalize the Loading Order.

A. Establish a public goods surcharge on every acre-foot of 
water delivered in California, with the proceeds of that 
surcharge used to fund efficiency programs. 

B. Remove financial disincentives (decouple revenues from 
sales).

C. Establish efficiency targets. 

D. Standardize evaluation, measurement, and 
verification protocols to determine progress towards efficiency 
goals.

E. Implement regulatory and incentive programs.
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