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October 2002
10/10 Summit - New 
Orleans, LA

SWAT is born! 

10 water providers & 

10 irrigation 
manufacturers meet in a 
roundtable discussion to 
establish a relationship 
between water agencies 
and the irrigation 
industry.

February 2003
Fresno, CA

1st meeting is held to 
discuss testing new 
irrigation technology and 
develop market 
transformation strategies to 
increase demand.

June 2003
SWAT term now being used 
for Smart Water 
Application Technologies.
 
November 2003
San Diego, CA

3rd version of 
controller testing protocol 
discussed.

November 2004
SWAT committee 
structure 
finalized.

SWAT web site 
goes live.

September 2005
ET Water becomes the 
first controller to post 
results using testing 
protocol for 
weather-based 
controllers.

November 2005
SWAT logo and electronic 
marketing tool kit is 
introduced.

April 2007
University of Florida is 
selected as a testing 
lab for rain shut-off 
devices.

August 2007
Definition of a smart 
controller is finalized 
and published by 
SWAT.

December 2007
An agreement is made 
with EPA WaterSense 
to use SWAT testing 
protocol as a basis for 
WaterSense labeling.

September 2008

8th version of 
controller testing 
protocol is finalized 
and sent to EPA 
WaterSense 
program.

October 2008

1st SWAT 
Roundtable is held at 
the inaugural Water 
Smart Innovations 
Conference.

October 2009
Rainfall shutoff 
devices testing 
protocol is finalized.

December 2009
Nozzles and pressure 
regulating sprinklers 
are selected for 
testing protocols. 

Utah State University 
and North Carolina 
State University are 
selected to help 
develop testing 
protocols.

March 2012

Version 3 for 
testing pressure 
regulating sprinklers 
finalized.

July 2012

Version 1 for testing 
high performance 
nozzles and 
sprinkler check 
valves are out for 
public comment.

November 2012

SWAT celebrates 10 
years! 

35 
weather-based 
controllers, 

9 soil moisture 

sensors and 2 rain 
shut-off devices are 
posted on the SWAT 
web site.

1997 – 2001

6 manufacturers 
develop a new 
generation of 
irrigation 
controllers.

March 2012
Green codes list use of smart 
controllers as an irrigation 
requirement.

July 2012
US Bureau of Reclamation 4th 
edition technical report is 
released.

August 2012

4 manufacturers earn the 
EPA WaterSense label for 
weather-based controllers; 
CyberRain, Rain Bird, Irritrol 
and Toro.

September 2012
Drought conditions affect 36 
states.

October 2012
Smart controller testing 
protocol begins the standard 
setting process.

August 2011
ICC begins sprinkler and 
emitter standard 
developments. 

Texas and surrounding 
region are severely affected 
by drought. California 
drought finally ends.

November 2011
EPA WaterSense releases 
specifications for 
weather-based smart 
controller labeling.

October 2010
Irrigation Association 
updates auditor training.

August 2007
Historic drought grips the 
southeastern US.

October 2008
EPA WaterSense 
announces their first 
Partners of the Year 
award.

California starts a 
grueling 3-year long 
drought.

May 2004
US Bureau of 
Reclamation releases 
technical report about 

7 “smart” controllers.

June 2006
EPA WaterSense program is 
officially launched on June 
12.

July 2006
Irrigation Association 
launches Smart Irrigation 
Month campaign.

September 2006
California AB 1881 is signed 
into law requiring the use of 
smart controllers.

October 2006
IA Certified professionals 

become the 1st eligible 
partners in the WaterSense 
program.

January 2002
Las Vegas, NV 
AWWA Conference – 
Inefficient water use in urban 
landscapes is discussed as a 
major concern.

April 2002
Irrigation Association 
publishes Turf and Landscape 
Irrigation Best Management 
Practices.

August 2002
Historic drought grips much of 

the nation – more than 30 
states affected.

Celebrating 10 Years!

SWAT Milestones

Market Forces

2002 - Rocky Mountain Region
2007 - South East Region 
2008 - 2011 - California
2011 - Texas and surrounding areas
2012 - Most of United States

Severe droughts affect the 
irrigation industry in:

Contact information: iaswat@irrigation.org | 703.536.7080 | www.swatirrigation.org

November 2006
Beyond controllers! SWAT 
decides to develop testing 
protocols for other 
landscape irrigation 
products.

ion


